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Planning Policy Consultation Team 

Department for Communities and Local 

Government 

Third Floor, South East, Fry Building 

2 Marsham Street 

SW1P 4DF 

Simon Bevan 

Director of Planning 

 

 

Date: 07 December 2018 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Technical consultation on updates to national planning policy and guidance 

We recognise the government’s priorities to deliver more and better-designed homes 

faster. We welcome any improvements in policy and methods to address the long-

standing problems in the housing market local authorities are faced with.  

Ensuring that more homes are built in the right places is one of the principle objectives 

of planning departments today. 

In Southwark we have been ambitious both in our targets and ensuring a proactive 

planning framework is in place, contributing to the preparation of the London Plan as 

well as refreshing the borough’s local plan and producing area action plans and 

supplementary planning documents to accelerate development in regeneration areas. 

Southwark is also directly contributing towards housing delivery through a programme 

to build 11,000 new affordable homes.  

We welcome the opportunity to comment on Government’s proposals as local 

authorities will be using the new method and need to ensure determining housing 

need is consistent, is the most appropriate method and is based on the most up-to-

date population projections. 

Question 1 

Do you agree that the planning practice guidance should be amended to specify 

that 2014-based projections will provide the demographic baseline for the 

standard method for a time limited period?  

It is considered that the standard method should be based on the most up to date 

projections, i.e. the 2016-based projections as these are most reflective of the current 

need. The 2014-based projections are now out-of-date. The projections stipulated 
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going forward will need to be consistent across England and any amendments to the 

method or projections need to be clear in the guidance.    

Question 2 

Do you agree with the proposed approach to not allowing 2016-based 

household projections to be used as a reason to justify lower housing need?  

No, see answer to question 1 above.  

Question 3 

Do you agree with the proposed approach to applying the cap to spatial 

development strategies?  

The guidance should be clearer on how and when the cap is applied. If it is applied to 

the spatial development strategy, how does this impact upon local authorities?  

Question 4  

Do you agree with the proposed clarifications to footnote 37 and the glossary 

definition of local housing need?  

We agree with the approach that an alternative approach should only be used where 

justified. However, as set out above, we do not agree that the 2016-based projections 

should be used.  

Question 5 

Do you agree with the proposed clarification to the glossary definition of 

deliverable?  

Clarification is sought on point a). It states ‘sites which do not involve major 

development and have planning permission’ and then it states ‘and all sites with 

detailed planning permission should be considered delivery’. All sites with detailed 

planning permission can include sites which involve major development. Therefore 

point a) is confusing and should be reworded.   

Question 6 

Do you agree with the proposed amendment to paragraph 177 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework?  

It is agreed that paragraph 177 of the NPPF should be amended to state that the 

presumption of favourable development does not applying where the plan or project is 

likely to have a significant effect on a habitats site, unless an appropriate assessment 

has concluded that there will be no adverse effect from the plan or project on the 

integrity of the habitats site. It is important to retain habitats sites and ensure 
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development coming forward does not impact upon these, due consideration should 

be had through an assessment of impact.     

Yours faithfully 

Simon Bevan 

Director of Planning 


