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Executive Summary

The Southwark Schools Forum is a statutory body that advises the council on issues related to schools budgets, such as formula funding, contracts and provision for the education of pupils with special educational needs. The purpose of this report is provide members with the latest documents published by the Department for Education on Schools Forum  
Schools Forum Actions
The Schools Forum is asked to note the report
.
1. Background 
The DFE have updated the schools forum guidance following a recent survey of schools forum clerks, and the updated pre-16 schools funding guidance. The guide is for all parties interested in schools forums. It details the requirements of the meetings as well as setting out roles and responsibilities of the schools forum members.
2  
Details 

The new documents are in four parts and are attached as appendices
Schools forum operational and good practice guide
Schools forum powers and responsibilities
Schools forums structure
Schools forum self-assessment toolkit
Members may want to particularly consider the Schools Forum self-assessment toolkit
3  
Information from the Clerk 

The Southwark Schools Forum is formally reconstituted biannually, the next is scheduled for summer 2019, ready for September 2019. Pupil numbers in each relevant category are reviewed using the annual census. 
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