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Tennis 
1. Introduction  

1.1.1. 4 global consulting have been commissioned to undertake a Playing Pitch Strategy 

for the London Borough of Southwark. This report involves an assessment of the 

supply and demand of tennis in the district, looking primarily the quality and quantity 

of tennis courts in the area, including consultations with clubs in the area to 

understand their views on their provision, followed by a suggested action plan to 

improve the provision in Southwark.  

1.1.2. For the majority of the analysis Southwark has been split into three sub-areas, to 

allow a more accurate representation of the provision, these sub-areas are; 

 Southwark North 

 Burgess Park 

 Southwark South 

2. Strategic Context 

2.1.1. Tennis in the UK is governed by the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), which provides 

coaching and participation support to local authorities. 

2.1.2. The LTA has previously released a three-year Strategic Plan for British Tennis (2015-

2018), which identified the following headlines 

 Mission: Get more people playing tennis more often. Deliver greater services to 

clubs. 

 Purpose: To enrich lives through tennis. Build partnerships in the community by 

developing strong local park and other community tennis venue partnerships, as 

well as targeted investment in ‘welcoming’ park facilities for people to socialise and 

play. 

 Values: Teamwork, Integrity, Passion and Excellence. Enhance the tennis offer in 

education by further strengthening the schools offer and maximizing playing 

opportunities. 

There are three strands of Participation Focus: 

 
1. Deliver great service to Clubs: 

 Provide great support for clubs of all sizes by sharing best practise learning.  

 Apply greater focus on clubs seeking to grow the game in their club and 

community.  

 Help clubs achieve management excellence 

 

2. Build partnerships in the Community by: 
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 Developing strong Local Park and other community tennis venue partnerships to 

deliver inclusive tennis provision for all.  

 Invest in great people delivering great experiences in parks.  

 Targeted investment in “welcoming “park facilities for people to socialise and 

play. 

 

3. Enhance tennis offer in Education by: 

 Further strengthen schools offer, while introducing new secondary school 

programme.   

 Provide support to develop more effective links between schools and other 

places where tennis is played.  

 Maximise playing opportunities and help build a future workforce in colleges and 

universities. 

2.1.3. The graphics overleaf represent an extract of the LTA national strategy and identify 

the importance of local authority park courts and facilities for the future priorities of 

the LTA. 
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 Lawn Tennis Association – Insight 1.1
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2.1.4. The LTA has conducted research to understand how the wider public feel 

about tennis and primarily the main barriers they see to access the sport. 

The research has been split into the club, community and education 

sectors. The relevant headlines from the parks and community sections 

area highlighted below: 

 Around 5m pick up a racket once a year and play – majority of this in 

parks. 

 36% of tennis played by those aged 14+ is on parks (14% Clubs and 

22% Schools) 

 For those that don’t play tennis but would like to 80% would see a 

park court as their first option. 

 For people who want to play tennis in parks, they are most 

dissatisfied with state and condition of courts, ease of booking and 

the number of courts available to play. 

 Demand for tennis is amongst those who stopped playing in the last 

5 years – but the age profile is wide ranging – from 14+ upwards 

demand for parks tennis is strong. 

 Although there is demand amongst C2DE demographic classification 

the highest latent demand is for ABC 1 demographic classification 

2.1.5. The Sport England Active People Survey confirms the seasonal 

participation peaks in the summer. This is particularly pronounced 

amongst non-club and occasional players.  

2.1.6. It is key to note that the correlation between the lack of ‘community’ tennis 

in the non-summer months is likely to be heavily influenced by the lack of 

floodlighting, which is often a characteristic of local authority owned 

courts.  

2.1.7. Further research carried out by the LTA suggests that many more people 

would play tennis if they knew where courts were located, particularly 

local authority courts. Its assertion is that better promotion would increase 

demand. 

2.1.8. Technology development is evolving and it is now possible for an access 

gate to have a unit that is open by key or swipe card. This key card is 

positioned alongside a key pad that can be used to open the gate with a 

code, automatically generated by an online booking system. There are 

also now mobile phone and tablets applications that can allow customers 

to book and pay for courts.  

2.1.9. Technology development is evolving and it is now possible for an access 

gate to have a unit that is open by key or swipe card, alongside a key pad 

that can be used to open the gate with a code that an online booking 

system can uniquely generate for one off pay and play bookings.  
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2.1.10. There are also now mobile phone and tablets applications that can allow 

customers to book and pay for courts. 

2.1.11. The LTA recommends all venues keep sinking funds to pay for court 

repainting and cleaning at Year 5 and resurfacing at approximately Year 

10. Almost all of the courts in Southwark are Hard-courts and would 

require a sinking fund of £1200 per court per annum to cater for future 

refurbishment needs. This could be generated from: 

 
 Sales of Access Cards / Keys (Approx. £30 per household per 

annum) 

 Sales of one off Pay and Play (e.g. £4 per court per hour) 

 Generating a rent from a coaching provider using courts for their 

business (Approx. £3000 a year.) 

2.1.12. The income generated in such projects is kept in a ring-fenced sinking 

fund. This can either be held with the operator or the council, depending 

on the circumstances. It is recognised that some councils are unable to 

keep sinking funds for projects, although it would be encouraged to 

consider this as is the most robust model.  

2.1.13. It is hoped that increasing the awareness, the ease of bookings and the 

security of facilities from petty crime and vandalism will increase the 

conversion of latent demand to actual demand across the country. The 

LTA are therefore keen to work with local authorities, especially those in 

areas of high population, to deliver fit-for-purpose projects at sites with 

community access.  

2.1.14. There is currently a stock of approximately 23,000 courts across the 

country, with 15,000 in traditional clubs and 8,000 in local authority sites. 

The objective of this strategy will primarily be to recommend the 

improvements to local authority sites, which can then be made accessible 

to local residents, with the overall objective of increasing participation. 
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3. Consultation  

3.1.1. A key priority for the LTA is to increase access to recreational and easy-

access pay and play courts, in line with trend in people not wanting to be 

tied into a club membership. 

3.1.2. The LTA is currently prioritising its investment and development focus on 

trying to stimulate greater participation in park tennis – i.e. causal and not 

club-led tennis.  It aspires to have a network of good quality and 

sustainable tennis courts with a proactive coaching programme in place. 

3.1.3. The LTA are focusing on working with local authorities to increase public 

use of public sites for recreational/informal use and competitions e.g. 

Tennis leagues virtual leagues online. 

3.1.4. Key products and interventions developed by the LTA as part of the their 

Whole Sport Plan (2013-17) to attract and obtain new members are: 

3.1.5. The LTA are focusing on funding projects that can be most readily used 

for growing the game especially targeting clubs wishing to add floodlights 

to courts. There are several funding schemes available for clubs and local 

authorities to help develop and improve their facilities. 

 Mini Tennis Programme 

 Cardio Tennis 

 Touch Tennis (mini tennis for adults) 
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4. Supply  

4.1.1. Southwark has 64 courts across 14 sites in the district, located within the three major sub areas. Almost half (42%) of the courts 

across the district are accessible to the community, as they are located in various parks across the district. Table 51 below provides 

an overview of tennis in Southwark. 

Table 51: Tennis Sites in Southwark. Source LTA.org and web-based research 

Site Name Postcode 
 

Sub Area 
Access Type Courts 

Number of 
Floodlit 
Courts 

Court Quality 
Court 

Surface Good Average Poor 

Burgess Park SE5 7LA Burgess Park Pay and Play 7 6 No data available 
Outdoor 

Hard-courts 

Dulwich Park SE21 7BQ 
Southwark 

South 
Community/Park 6 6 - 4 2 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Brunswick 
Park 

 
SE5 7LZ 

 
Burgess Park Community/Park 2 2 2 - - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Belair Park SE21 8HN 
Southwark 

South 
Community/Park 4 - 4 - - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Tanner Street SE1 3GS 
Southwark 

North 
Community/Park 4 -  4 - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Geraldine 
Mary 

Harmsworth 
Park Sports 

Facility 

SE1 6HZ 
Southwark 

North 
Pay and Play 2 2 2 - - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 
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Southwark 
Park 

SE16 2EH 
Southwark 

North 
Community/Park 2 - 2 - - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Butterfly LTC SE5 8RE Burgess Park Membership 2 - - 2 - 
Outdoor 

Hard-courts 

North Dulwich SE22 8TB Burgess Park Membership 4 2 2 - 2 
Outdoor 

Hard-courts 

Edward Alleyn SE24 9HB 
Southwark 

South 
Membership 3 3 - 3 - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Dulwich LTC SE21 7JB 
Southwark 

South 
Membership 11 3 4 1 - 

6x Grass 
5x Hard-
courts 

Old College SE21 7AB 
Southwark 

South 
Membership 7 5 5 2 - 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

Jags Sport 
Club 

SE24 9JN Burgess Park Membership 8 2 8 - - 
Outdoor 

Hard-courts 

Camber LTC SE21 7EX 
Southwark 

South 
Membership 3 3 No data available 

Outdoor 
Hard-courts 

4.1.2. Table 51 shows that there is community access across the borough, with 27 of 64 courts (42%) available to the community. 

Southwark North providing the most accessible courts, with all 8 available to the community. Burgess Park offering the lowest 

proportionate total sites available to the community with 9 of their 23 courts (39%) available to the community. Southwark South has 

the most courts in the district, with 34 although with only 10 (29%) are available to the community. 

4.1.3. There are 6 grass courts in Southwark, which are located at Dulwich LTC; these are not open to the community.  

4.1.4. Table 51 shows that 34 of 64 courts in the district are floodlit, 16 of which are available to the community, this indicating 47% of 

floodlit courts are accessible to the community.  
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4.1.5. Southwark North provides two floodlit courts, both of which are accessible to the community, both at Geraldine Mary Harmsworth 

Park Sports Facility. Southwark South provides the lowest floodlit provision access to the community, with only 6 of 20 floodlit courts 

displaying a figure of 30% of floodlit courts accessible to the community. Burgess Park has 12 floodlit courts, of which 8 are 

available to the community (75%) via a pay and play system.  

4.1.6. Table 51 shows there are 5 sites within parks, which are fully open to community usage and require no booking. Within these 5 sites 

there are 18 courts, of these courts 8 are floodlit and at least 2 are located in each of Burgess Park and Southwark South sub-areas. 

Whereas Southwark North has no access to park courts that are floodlit, but there are 2 pay and play floodlit courts at Geraldine 

Mary Harmsworth. This meaning the community has access to courts out of daylight hours in each sub-area of the Southwark 

district.  

4.1.7. There is a wide range of Tennis events/initiatives that are run within Southwark to increase participation. Tennis Tuesdays is a 

course run by Nike and the LTA, and run out of Burgess Park. This provides weekly coaching sessions aimed at a different part of 

the game each week, providing all the equipment needed for a cheap price and for varying standards of player.
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Table 52: Ratio of Tennis Courts to Population of Major Settlements. Source: Desktop research, LTA website and Sport England’s Active Places Power, GLA 
population figures.  

Measure 
Southwark Hackney Lambeth Lewisham Tower Hamlets 

Total Floodlit Total Floodlit Total Floodlit Total Floodlit Total Floodlit 

Tennis 
Courts 

64 34 36 14 45 15 36 7 22 7 

Population  310,642 267,955 321,258 296,140 294,263 

Ratio of 
courts to 
residents  

1:4,85
3 

1:9,136 1:7,444 1:19,139 1:7,139 1:21,417 1:8,226 1:42,305 1:13,375 1:42,037 

 

4.1.8. Table 52 illustrates a comparison of Southwark’s tennis provision, against that of its ‘nearest neighbours’ utilising both the Local Sport 

Tool and Active Places Tool, both of which are Sport England tools.  It shows that not only having the highest level of provision, 

Southwark also has the best ratio of courts to residents both for total and floodlit courts. 

4.1.9. Southwark has 4,853 residents per court, and 9,136 residents per floodlit court.  

4.1.10. Tower Hamlets has the worst total courts to residents ratio with 9,845 residents per court, Lewisham provides the worst floodlit ratio, 

with 32,371 residents per floodlit court. Both of these indicating Southwark provides considerably better provision even though they 

have the highest population.  

4.1.11. It is important tot note the prevalence the South Southwark sub-area plays in these figures and the provision in the district. Southwark 

South has more than half the courts in the district 34 of 64. This figure is almost as much as Hackney and Lambeth boroughs who both 

have 34 courts, and is more than the total number of courts in Tower Hamlets. 
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5. Demand  

5.1.1. The most recent significant recording of Tennis participation in the region was captured by Sport England’s Active People Survey 

(displayed in Chart 1 below), this identified 2.01% of South London residents over the age of 16 played tennis once a week for at least 

30 minutes. This figure represents a higher value than the regional and national averages, which were 1.59% and 1.02% respectively. 

Data for Southwark was not directly available due to the sample size being too small; therefore London South was used for comparison.  

 
Chart 1: Tennis Participation Trends 2011-2015.Source: Sport England Active People Survey: Residents aged 16+ taking part in a minimum of one session of at 
least 30 minutes once per week 

 



LB Southwark Council Playing Pitch Strategy 

  

5.1.2. Chart 1 highlights that over the last 5 years participation figures have seen a significant increase in South London specifically. Since 

2011 figures have almost doubled from 1.05% to 2.01%, with a high in 2014 of 2.03%. In comparison, nationally there has also been an 

increase since 2011, but by a smaller 0.14% up to 1.02%. Regionally has also seen a progressive increase over the years, from 1.07% 

up to 1.59%. This paints a relatively positive picture for tennis locally and regionally evidenced through the increased participation rates 

over the last 5 years.  

5.1.3. The figures for APS 10 are available but provide an unrealistic figure, due to only providing Tennis participation data for December 

2015-April 2016, which is missing out the summer tennis season. Therefore providing a misleading figure, so data was considered, but 

subsequently removed from analysis.  

Chart 2: Tennis Participation Trends 2011-2015.Source: Sport England Active People Survey: Residents club membership rates aged 16+ taking part the sport of 

tennis 
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5.1.4. Chart 2 highlights there is insufficient data to provide data for South London, so a comparison of Regional and National membership 

figures has been illustrated.  

 Both Regional and National statistics provide a similar trend, with a recent increase after a small dip in membership figures in 

2013.  

 London membership figures have been consistently just below that of the national average, although evidenced in Chart 1 

London’s participation rates are above the national average, this indicating more informal and recreational tennis being played 

across London in comparison to the rest of the country.  

Table 53: Trends for tennis latent demand 

Geographical Area 

Time Period (Total Latent Demand) 

2010/11 
(APS5) 

2011/12 (APS6) 
2012/13 (APS7) 2013/14 (APS8) 2014/15 (APS9) 

England 1.41% 1.56% 1.96% 1.61% 1.31% 

London 2.59% 2.84% 3.73% 3.01% 2.28% 

South London 2.52% 3.44% 4.13% 3.86% * 

5.1.5. Table 53 shows the latent demand for tennis in South London has been consistently above the Regional and National figures. Because 

of an insufficient sample size, there is no information to compare APS9 latent demand for South London, although it is important to note 

that Regionally and Nationally there has been a decrease from APS8 to APS9. 
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6. Club Activity 

6.1.1. This section provides an overview of the clubs in the area. Table 54 shows the current estimated operating capacity of all clubs in the 

area (based on LTA calculations).  The LTA membership capacity calculations per court are displayed below in Table 53, the figures 

have been translated to calculate figures for Table 54. 

6.1.2. To gain a better understanding of clubs, a link was sent out to an online survey, this enabled 4 global to gain a better understanding on 

the clubs views on whether they were happy with current provision, and how they plan to move forward in the future. Although not all 

clubs completed the survey, further information was ascertained through online desktop research. 

Table 53: LTA membership capacity calculations  

Court Type Membership Capacity 

Non-floodlit outdoor 40 

Floodlit outdoor 60 

Indoor 200 

Seasonal Indoor (Non-permanent) 100 

Grass outdoor 20 

 

Table 54: Membership capacity at Tennis Club Sites (popn source: ONS - SNPP) 

Name 

Membership 
Overall 

Club 
Capacity 

Spare 
Capacity 

% of 
Operating 
Capacity 

2031 
Projected 
Members 
(based on 
growth of 
+22.6%) 

Projected 
% of 

Operating 
Capacity Adult  Juniors Minis  Total 

Butterfly Tennis Club 150 10 25 185 80 -100 231.25% 226 282.5% 

Old College Lawn Tennis 
Club 400 100 100 600 380 -220 157.88% 735 193.4% 
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Camber Tennis Club 90 20 25 135 180 45 75% 165 91.7% 

North Dulwich Tennis Club Data not available 250 200 -50 125% 306 151.7% 

Edward Alleyn  Data not available 100 180 -80 55.56% 122 67.8% 

Dulwich LTC Data not available  500 Data not available 

Jags Sports Club Data not available 360 Data not available 

Total 640 130 150 1270 1880 -405 128.83% 1554 157.42% 
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6.1.3. Table 54 shows that at present, Butterfly LTC and Old College LTC are operating at 

well above their projected operating capacity at 231.25% and 157.88% respectively. 

Whereas Camber Tennis Club is operating at 75% of its full capacity, which 

represents a considerably more manageable figure. The only club operating 

considerably below their membership capacity is Edward Alleyn, who are at 55.6%.  

6.1.4. Across all facilities we have demand data for is displayed, the average membership 

capacity is 128.83%, this showing across the district clubs are operating above their 

projected capacity. Population projections for 2031 estimate this figure to increase to 

157.42%, should membership and provision remain the same. 

6.1.5. One of the reasons behind these high figures would be unused membership, this 

coming from people buying a membership but not actually utilising the court 

regularly. This area of the population are a key area to target, as at some point had 

very good intentions of playing tennis regularly, as evidenced through joining a club, 

but have for some reasons or another have not continued their participation at the 

club.  

 
Club Consultations 

6.1.6. Camber Tennis Club has 3 floodlit courts; during consultation it was evident that the 

club is happy with the quality of the provision at their site. Although they would like to 

improve the court surfaces, and to improve the facility maintenance programme. 

Camber expect their membership to increase in the next few years, but believe they 

wont need any further court space to allow their projected increase.  To achieve this 

increase the club plan on continuing their relationship with local school, and to 

continue their wheelchair tennis sessions.  

6.1.7. Old College Lawn Tennis Club is a large club with around 600 members, who mainly 

come from Dulwich, West Norwood and Herne Hill. With such a large member base, 

during consolation they stated membership has remained constant and they are at 

max capacity for future members, the club would like extra access to court space. 

The club is happy with their current provision; they are looking to improve the court 

surfaces and the clubhouse/bar facilities. Also to increase membership capacity the 

club highlighted the need to increase floodlighting becoming available.  

6.1.8. Butterfly Tennis Club has almost 185 members, and is running well above capacity 

due to only having 2 courts at the club, which neither are floodlit.  The club are 

overall happy with their facility but would like to add floodlighting in the future, and 

highlighted the need for funding help to achieve this.  

6.1.9. Consultation was undertaken with the LTA to help provide a view on the levels of 

demand for tennis in Hertsmere and how well supply of courts is meeting current 

demand. 
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7. Suggested Action Plan 

7.1.1. This section will aim to provide an action plan to improve the provision in the district, 

utilising the LTA recommendations on areas of improvements on site. The 

suggestions below are derived from the LTA’s recommendations and costs are 

estimations, and exclude VAT and fees.  

7.1.2. The recommendation provided are for those council owned sites with direct 

community access, this is due to the council’s power in decision making being 

considerably more at these sites compared to that of a privately run club. Also the 

LTA’s information isn’t suitable enough to make a reasonable judgment for a 

suggested action plan for these club sites.  

Table 55: Suggested Action Plan 

Site Suggested Action Plan 
Estimated Costs 

(LTA estimations) 

Dulwich Park  Dulwich Park has 2 poor courts, which were 

the only community sites rated as poor. For 

this reason a suggestion would be to fully 

rebuild these two. 

 The other 4 courts on the site were rated as 

average, and should be pierced and 

resurfaced. 

 Also being the largest community 

accessible site in South Southwark sub-

area this needs to be of good quality, so at 

the minimum the 2 poor courts would need 

improving.  

 £100,000 

Brunswick 
Park and 
Belair Park 

 Both sites provide courts rated as good that 

are accessible to the community. 

 To improve these courts it would be 

suggested to add floodlighting on the site. 

 Brunswick 

£22,000 

 Belair 

£44,000 

Tanner Street  Tanner street provides 4 average courts 

 To improve this provision it would be 

suggested to power-wash and repaint the 

lines. 

 This would provide a cheaper project, 

relative to other options. 

 £12,000 

 

8. Summary and Analysis 

8.1.1. Table 56 below summarises the supply and demand analysis for tennis under the 

sub-areas of Quantity, Quality and Accessibility. 
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Table 56: Summary of Tennis analysis for Southwark 

Measure Assessment Findings 

Quantity There is a good level of provision with 64 courts across the study 
area. This represents a very good ratio of courts to residents in 
context to their nearest neighbors’.  

Quality During consultation with LTA it became evident that there is no major 
issues with courts in the area, with only 4 being rated as poor which 
on the 2 separate sites would need a significant investment. 

Accessibility There is adequate access to facilities in Southwark. This is 
particularly the case if players are willing to pay membership fees, 
there is access to several clubs based across the district.  

Summary For the future it is important to ensure the provision of community 
accessible courts remains good quality and continue to be accessible, 
this is especially the case for courts in Southwark that are located in 
parks.   

 

 


