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1.1    Purpose of this document

The Camberwell college of the Arts website 
encourages students to ‘make a mark’ in Camberwell. 
This is what the town centre urban design framework 
aims to do - make a mark on Camberwell, by building 
on the strengths of the area, its community and 
physical assets. It seeks to understand the issues 
facing the town centre  and overcome them.  It aims 
to revitalise the town centre without diminishing its 
soul. Camberwell’s people, places and stories have all 
left their mark on a unique urban town centre. This 
framework aims to enable this process together and 
facilitate the revitalisation of Camberwell town centre

The town centre sits within a complex system of 
transport networks, pedestrian linkages, regional 
institutions, multiple spatial usages and community 
interaction. Yet it lacks a coherent structure and 
identity to appropriately rationalise them.

The iterative nature of short-term spatial and 
infrastructure works has led to piecemeal 
improvements being made, without regard to a 
unifying vision.  Lost amongst the cluttered footpaths 
and busy intersections is a town centre that lacks 
uniformity and struggles to articulate its identity. 

There is, however, much to draw from in and around 
Camberwell that will defi ne its identity. A diverse 
ethnic population. A burgeoning creative community, 
in close proximity to the Camberwell College of the 
Arts and the University of the Arts London. World-class 
health institutions of Kings College Hospital and the 
South London and Maudsley Hospital. A vibrant retail 
centre along Camberwell Church Street. 

This document articulates the multiple narratives that 
run through Camberwell and creates a vision for how 

the town centre could evolve. It outlines principles 
that all development and public works should be 
governed by, assets that should be enhanced and 
gaps that should be fi lled to ensure that Camberwell’s 
transformation is a coherent one - one that works 
towards a common vision.

It assesses the issues facing a number of small 
public spaces within the town centre and explores 
opportunities for their improvement.

The Urban Design Framework does this to provide a 
coherent, and consistent approach to the evolution of 
Camberwell’s  town centre.
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1.2 About Camberwell

Camberwell is one of the most diverse and creative 
communities in Southwark. The town centre provides 
shopping,  services and leisure facilities to support the 
community.

Demographics
For centuries, Camberwell has offered a home to people 
fleeing persecution or seeking to improve their lives. In 
recent times, people have come to Camberwell from 
many corners of the globe such as French-speaking 
African countries, Ghana, Nigeria, Latin American 
countries, Turkey, Greece, Italy and Poland.

According to the 2001 census, just over one third of 
the population of Camberwell is black and more than 
a quarter of the population of Camberwell was born in 
countries outside the European Union. 

In the years since the census was taken, it is likely 
that the population has become even more diverse, 
especially with increasing numbers of people from 
Eastern Europe. 

The population of Camberwell was estimated to be 
37,000 in 2004 and is relatively young with higher 
proportions of children and young people and lower 
proportions of older people. 

Economic and regeneration context
Camberwell is a busy centre with a typical District 
Centre offer and supports a total of 26,939sqm of retail 
and leisure floor space. Camberwell’s role in Southwark’s 
retail network is to provide convenience shopping and 
a broad range of retail, leisure and financial services to 
a wide local catchment population
.
Camberwell is a leader in the medical field as well as 
being a major employment centre, with the South 

London and Maudsley and Kings College Hospital 
having a combined staff of approximately 8,000. 

Culture in Camberwell
Camberwell has a strong creative community which 
includes a high number of individual practitioners 
and artists, artist’s studios at Vanguard Court,  creative 
businesses, established arts organisations, and 
community organisations who have an arts element to 
their activities. 

Camberwell College of Arts and the South London 
Gallery are located to the east of the town centre and 
are leading partners in ensuring that arts and culture 
contribute to the town centre. 
 

Conservation Area
Two conservation areas exist in Camberwell.  
Camberwell Grove conservation area was designated 
in 1970 and extended in 1980 and the Camberwell 
Green conservation area was designated in 1981. The 
conservation areas covers the Green and much of the 
town centre and surrounding streets.

Built form
Camberwell contains a number of locally important 
buildings which contribute to its sense of place. 
Camberwell Church Street’s curved nature is 
strengthened by the line of four-storey terraces along its 
northern edge and the town centre is anchored by the 
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former doctor’s surgery (now a bank) and the recently-
restored building opposite the green. Surrounding the 
town centre, a number of housing estates offer varying 
degrees of architectural merit to the town centre, in 
particular the Peabody buildings opposite Camberwell 
Green.  

Southwark Plans 
Southwark council will be preparing a Supplementary 
Planning Document for Camberwell in  2013. This will 
provide planning policy guidance for development in 
the town centre.

London borough of Lambeth 
Camberwell town centre sits within Southwark but  its 
position on the border with Lambeth means that cross-
borough collaboration is important when assessing 
the impacts of changes to the town centre.

There are no strategic plans for the area immediately 
within Lambeth, however work is currently underway for 
the re-development of railway arches in Loughborough 
Junction 0.5 miles to the west of the town centre.
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2  Camberwell today

“In some ways we live in parallel neighbourhoods, 
we live parallel lives in our community and we don’t 
cross over”

Camberwell resident
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2.1 The challenge

Camberwell town centre is the unifying element for 
a number of simultaneous but often independent 
stories. Each story forms a thread of Camberwell’s rich 
tapestry. The transformation of the town centre must 
recognise the multiplicity of roles it plays and deliver 
a town centre that responds to these, allowing these 
stories to intertwine.

In the 2004 report on London ‘Towards a fine city for 
people’ 1 Jan Gehl explains the need to accommodate 
necessary, optional and social pedestrian activities 
and suggests that a successful city is one that 
encourages the latter two. Camberwell town centre 
provides few opportunities for social interaction. 
Primary pedestrian routes through the town centre 
and towards nearby institutions such as Kings College 
Hospital, SLaM, Camberwell Green Magistrates 
court and the Camberwell College of Arts are often 
crowded. Vehicular traffic dominates the junction 
and pedestrian movement is hampered by wide 
roads, few crossing points, congested footpaths and 
poorly articulated laneways. Camberwell Green, at the 
physical heart of the town centre, is cut off and under-
used and the town centre lacks a strong focal point, 
highlighted by the fact that the public toilet block is 
often used by people as a meeting point in lieu of any 
other defining location.

1;Gehl, J. 2004 ‘Towards a fine city for London - Public 
spaces and public life’ . Produced for Transport for London. 
The document can be viewed here:
www.gehlarchitects.dk
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2.2. The Analysis

Lost public space

Potential semi-private space

Under-used laneways 

Camberwell Green is the meeting point of four major roads with a variety of  services 
and different identities. The 2009 Southwark Retail Study identifi es Camberwell 
Church Street and Denmark Hill as the two main shopping streets.   The junction’s 
size and pedestrian congestion inhibits the development of a central meeting 
point and acts as a barrier to the coordination of these individual high streets. 

Camberwell Green lies at the centre of Camberwell and forms its largest formal 
public space. There are, however, a number of other intended or informal public 
spaces throughout the town centre that are under-utilised or not identifi ed as 
‘public’ space, many of which could be better used.

Figure 2: Separation of high streets, landmarks and gateways

High Streets

Intersection

Landmarks

Gateways

Figure 3: Lost spaces
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Camberwell’s four main roads handle much of the pedestrian and vehicular 
movement through the town centre. However, there are a number of secondary 
and tertiary routes that could reduce the pedestrian congestion encountered on 
the main roads. These form a web of movement opportunities throughout the 
town centre.

Figure 5: A connecting web of movement opportunitiesFigure 4: Pedestrian movement
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Numerous crossing points exist within the town centre,, however, evidence 
suggests that pedestrian desire lines are not accommodated, leading to a high 
number of informal crossing points across major road.

Figures and analysis provided by Steer Davies Gleave
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The intersection of four major arterial roads, coupled with congestion and signal 
timings creates localised concentration of Nitrogen Dioxide emissions from vehicles 
along the road corridors. This traffi c, in conjunction with the building form along these 
roads and Camberwell’s role of a town centre has seen it highlighted as a Noise Priority 
Area in the London Noise Action Plan. 

Noise & air pollution

36 NO2 �����

Predicted annual NO2 concentrations

Noise Priority Area

80

1 m
ile

Figure 6: Chain of green spaces and tree-lined streets

Camberwell Green provides important green space in the town centre. It is, however, 
physically separate from surrounding green spaces. These spaces provide habitat 
for urban wildlife and physical and visual links between green spaces provide a 
connection with the environment.



15

The 
curving alignment of  

[Camberwell Church Street] is followed 
faithfully by the building frontages, creating 
a distinctive townscape and perspectives in 
views along the street to St. Giles’ spire 

eastwards and Camberwell Green 
westwards. 

Camberwell Green Conservation 
Area Character appraisal
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Overall priorities

7%
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Street environment
Traffic congestion
Sense of security
Pedestrian facilities
Cyclist facilities
Access to the green
Parking
Bus stops & services

2.3. Issues to address 

Camberwell’s location at the junction of several 
arterial roads, including a TLRN road and its straddling 
of two local government areas (Southwark and 
Lambeth) present a number of issues. This section 
outlines five over arching issues that the town centre 
transformation must address in order to create a more 
coherent and well-used centre.

Connectivity

Camberwell is well connected by buses, trains and the 
new East London line extension through Denmark 
Hill (due to open in December 2012). Within the town 
centre however, connectivity is hindered by wide roads, 
physical barriers and inadequate pedestrian crossing 
opportunities. This lack of physical connection is 
compounded by an inconsistent public realm palette. 
Camberwell Green sits adjacent to the intersection 
yet is detached from the town centre due to its layout 
and enclosed nature and lacks connection with 
surrounding parks and open spaces.

Vehicular congestion

Camberwell Junction is the intersection of the A202 
and Camberwell Road/Denmark Hill, one  a TLRN 
road and the other an emergency services route. A 
large volume of cars, trucks and buses flow through 
the junction on a daily basis, creating a congested, car 
dominated urban environment with queues in peak 
periods ranging from 42m to 229m in length.

The volume of buses and bus stops, coupled with its 
role as both route terminus and driver interchange 
creates a wall of buses, especially at peak times. This is 
exacerbated by double-width bus lanes along Denmark 
Hill and a high volume of passengers alighting or 
interchanging. Traffic signaling approaching the 
intersection does not regulate traffic flow, leading to 
congestion in the centre of Camberwell.

Pedestrian congestion & wayfinding

The prevailing pedestrian environment is one of 
chaotic, narrow footpaths cluttered with badly 
located or redundant street furniture. The dominance 
of the intersection conveys a priority of vehicles over 
pedestrians.  Pedestrian congestion is increased at bus 
stops and crossing points, where passing opportunities 
are restricted. Laneways that cut through blocks aren’t 
utilised by pedestrians due to a lack of activation and 
a perceived lack of safety. 

Camberwell’s congested streets and cluttered 
footpaths have created a confusing environment for 
visitors with no clear wayfinding or coherent public 
realm. 

Overall priorities

7%

3%
3% 2%

36%

26%

15%

8%
Street environment
Traffic congestion
Sense of security
Pedestrian facilities
Cyclist facilities
Access to the green
Parking
Bus stops & services

Figure 8: Perceived elements to change in 
priority order (All postcodes)
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Impression of town centre (All postcodes)

11%

23%

36%

22%

8%
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Positive
Neutral
Negative
Very negative

A town centre with multiple roles

Camberwell fulfils many roles as a district town centre. 
It provides daily shopping needs for the residents of 
the surrounding area; food and convenience goods 
for traders and employees of surrounding offices, 
studios and institutions and is a major employment 
centre for Southwark, with over 8,000 people working 
in and around the town centre. Its location on a major 
intersection and good public transport links results in 
Camberwell being both a destination and interchange. 
The separation of the various high streets and the lack 
of an integrated central space limit the interaction of 
these numerous roles.

Lack of focus

Camberwell Green sits at the geographic heart of the 
town centre but does not provide a strong central 
focus for Camberwell. It is underutilised given its 
prominent position and size and is not adequately 
equipped for heavier public use, with a lack of seating 
a key issue.

The radiating high streets meeting at the junction 
each have separate functions and consequently, 
no clear spatial hierarchy has emerged. The ad hoc 
regeneration of buildings along Camberwell Church 
Street has seen it develop as the most pedestrian-
oriented section of the town centre but still lacks a 
defining focus associated with town centres. One 
landmark that can help to identify as a focal point on 
the green is the former doctor’s surgery.  However,  the 
vistas along the major roads are crowded by visual 
clutter, obscuring the building.

‘The look & feel of  the high 
street, make it more of  a 
destination - remove some of  
the junk shops. The pavements 
are unsafe & uneven.’ 
Business owner

Impression of town centre (All postcodes)

11%

23%

36%

22%

8%

Very positive
Positive
Neutral
Negative
Very negative

Figure 9: Impression of town centre (All postcodes)

Along Camberwell New Road

Along Camberwell Church Street

Along Denmark Hill



3  The vision
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3.1. The Vision

Camberwell’s strengths lie in its setting around the
Green, its public transport links and independent
character. The town centre must build on these to
provide a setting for social interaction within a safe and 
identifi able public realm. It must excel as a transport
interchange and place pedestrian connectivity and
social interaction at its heart. It must utilise its social
and physical assets such as its wealth of public
space in laneways to develop as a cultural and
social destination in South London and develop as
a town centre that provides employment and retail
opportunities for local and regional people.

Each use and each user of Camberwell is a thread and
the town centre is where these threads intertwine.
Weaving these together strengthens the individual
threads and creates a unique community with
multiple uses, needs and outputs. These threads
include:

• Transport
• Creativity
• Health
• Employment
• Retail, entertainment and leisure
• Heritage
• Environment
• Social
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3.2. Principles

To ensure that the town evolves to meet the aspirations 
of all users and weaves the threads together,  the UDF 
is underpinned by a number of guiding principles.  
Designs or proposed uses should be tested against 
these principles to ensure that the town centre 
achieves the vision set out in this document.

P1. A town centre for the community and 
economy
The town centre should provide appropriate 
economic, social, educational and cultural services 
for the Camberwell community (those that live and 
work here), as well as for the wider community. Social 
inclusion and equity must be at the centre of all 
physical layout, spatial use and wayfinding strategies.

P2. Value each space as part of a connected 
system
Public space should be treated with the utmost respect 
as it is the democratic link between all town centre 
functions. Each space, be it a park, square, laneway 
or footpath, is connected to one another through 
daily use. Each space plays a role in the functioning 
of the town centre for necessary, optional and social 
activities. Spaces should support one another through 
a range of complementary functions, with care given 
to ensure spaces are created with function in mind. 

P3. Actively encourage positive environmental 
initiatives 
The transformation of the town centre should in every 
instance be a positive one on the environmental 
systems that flow through Camberwell. Improvements 
to air and water quality, a reduction in visual, light and 
noise pollution and improvements to biodiversity 
should be central to the design process.

P4. People at the heart of Camberwell
Pedestrian use, movement and comfort must be 
central to all design decisions. Scale and wayfinding 
must prioritise pedestrian use of the town centre, 
whilst respecting the role that the intersection plays 
in London’s regional transport network. Opportunities
for exercise and consideration of physical and mental
health must be central to the articulation of spatial 
development.

P5. A clutter-free town centre
Public spaces must not be characterised by ad-hoc, 
duplicate or redundant signage and furniture. Clear 
street furniture lines along all roads and considered 
location of these in public spaces will help to open 
views throughout the town centre and assist with 
wayfinding, as well as creating a more attractive urban 
setting.

Draft Structure - Camberwell Town Centre Urban Design Framework  ver 3           March 2012 
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3.3. Type of change
 

To enable Camberwell to better respond to community 
needs, The UDF addresses the issues facing the town 
centre through the implementation of three types of 
change: 

Physical 
Improvement to the layout of and connections 
through the town centre must consider the role that 
the public realm plays in improving wayfinding and 
identity. Improvement to and integration of public 
space, pedestrian-oriented routes and consistent 
building facades will help to improve the look and feel 
of the town centre. Public spaces should complement 
one another and have a clear function to support 
necessary, optional and social uses.

Logistical
The town centre supports a range of concurrent uses 
which often come into conflict. This is most prevalent 
in the relationship between pedestrian and vehicle 
movement. An examination of signal locations and 
timings as well as bus stop locations will ascertain 
whether improvements can be made to enhance the 
town centre quality. 

Perceptual
A strong sense of community ownership is crucial in 
the ongoing success of the town centre. Engaging 
local traders, residents and institutions to take 
ownership of the town centre and see the value in 
its appearance and function will positively influence 
Camberwell’s identity. Identifying Camberwell as a 
destination for independent shops, social and cultural 
activities requires enhancing relationships between 
Southwark council, local community groups and other 
stakeholders.

+ =
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3.4. Camberwell’s opportunities

Numerous assets upon which to build exist in 
Camberwell, formed by the threads and their 
interactions. However, there are elements missing
that hinder the development of Camberwell as a
coherent town centre. Within these assets and gaps
lie opportunities for physical and logistical change
to deliver a town centre that better suits the needs of
its users. Each of these opportunities must be guided
by the principles outlined in 3.2 to ensure that social
and environmental considerations are at the heart of
design decisions.

3.4.1. Existing assets

Camberwell is full of spaces, places and activities that 
will form the basis for the town centre’s transformation. 
Figure 10 illustrates the range of spaces and buildings 
that form the foundation from which Camberwell will 
develop.
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heritage
Figure 10: Camberwell’s assets



24

3.4.2. Opportunities

Coherent identity & sense of unity
Despite the diversity of the local community, the 
physical separation of the town centre hinders the 
presentation of a coherent ‘Camberwell’ identity. 
Better integration of the green, improved crossing 
of the junction and a consistent, high quality and 
identifiable public realm palette will present a clear 
identity for the town centre.

A clear street furniture line along all footpaths, with 
the removal of superfluous signage and clutter will 
help to present a coherent, considered look to the 
town centre. 

This physical cohesion must be coupled with a sense 
of pride by the community of the town centre. A 
comprehensive approach to the layout of the town 
centre will convey to the public the importance the 
town centre’s appearance and function has to the 
council. 

Engaging local traders, residents and institutions 
to share this sense of pride and ownership of the 
town centre and see the value in the town centre’s 
appearance and function will positively influence 
people’s perception of Camberwell. Identifying 
Camberwell as a destination for independent shops, 
cultural activities and interaction is important 
and requires enhancing relationships between 
Southwark council, local community groups and other 
stakeholders.
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Pedestrian accessibility, legibility and scale
Successful town centres are easily navigable at the 
pedestrian scale. Camberwell’s dominance by major 
roads and heavy traffic creates physical boundaries 
to pedestrian movement. Missing is a pedestrian 
focused movement strategy integrating the green and 
connecting the four quarters of the town centre and 
the outlying institutions. This is exacerbated by the 
absence of a clear wayfinding and navigation strategy. 
The town centre is used by a range of groups, including 
the elderly and people with physical and mental health 
issues.  Camberwell lacks the appropriate navigational 
tools to be considered an inclusive town centre.

Establishing clear lines of site, landmarks and other 
visual identifiers for people to orient themselves upon 
arrival, in particular by public transport, and guide them 
to their destinations is important.  The re-alignment of 
paths through the green to better satisfy desire lines 
can extend through the town centre and in so doing, 
weave this important space more effectively into the 
heart of Camberwell.
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A lack of

Public space, breathing space and variety
Camberwell Green sits at the heart of the town centre, 
yet is used primarily as a thoroughfare, rather than a 
place to dwell. Its lack of use lies in its bounding by 
two major arterial roads and its introspective nature, 
fenced along its perimeter.  It is not a positive gathering 
space and the town centre doesn’t capitalise on its 
main public space. 

The civic space outside the Camberwell Green 
Magistrate’s court feels detached from the town 
centre yet 60% of all pedestrian journeys through 
Camberwell Green pass through the space, making it 
one of the busiest desire lines into the town centre. 
It lacks a specific function and consequently relates 
poorly to the Green and the town centre. The relocation 
of the library to the square provides an opportunity to 
increase its role as a major space within Camberwell 
and better integrate it into the town centre.

Undefined secondary public spaces, forming a network 
of nooks and crannies, are scattered throughout the 
town centre. They contribute little to the public domain 
and consequently the town centre suffers. There is an 

opportunity to activate these for both daytime and 
evening use, allowing the town centre to be explored 
and support necessary, social and optional activities. 

Spatial programmes, both permanent and temporary, 
give function to these nooks and crannies. Long term 
visions for regeneration often neglect the present, 
however Camberwell’s vibrant community and 
strong links with the College of the Arts provides an 
opportunity for a range of temporary uses for public 
spaces. Camberwell’s recent history is one of creativity 
and diversity, yet this is not represented in the town 
centre’s look and feel. Utilising this creative energy will 
help realise the long-term ambitions of this framework 
whilst nurturing an array of uses in the short-term.

High line, New York City, NY
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Celebration of heritage assets
One of the first references to Camberwell is in the 
Domesday Book (1086). Camberwell’s heritage is 
articulated in its landmark buildings located within 
the town centre. Unfortunately, the contribution of 
buildings such as the former surgery and the shop 
fronts along Camberwell Church Street to the town 
centre character are eroded by visual clutter and less-
than-sympathetic development in the intervening 
years.

The establishment of a conservation area has signaled 
the importance of this area and has enabled funding 
for improvements to be sought. However, to elevate 
the importance of these assets in the town centre, 
the public domain that connects them must generate 
respect, both for their role as landmarks and as ties to 
Camberwell’s diverse history.

St Giles’ Church, Camberwell Church Street St Matthew’s Church, Brixton
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Improvement of green infrastructure
Camberwell is surrounded by a number of regional 
parks. It also has a wealth of smaller green spaces such 
as church yards and estate gardens. These spaces, 
however, are not well linked and the spaces are 
fragmented. Links between these can be enhanced 
through increasing street tree planting in appropriate 
locations  following a ‘right tree, right location’ 
approach, to continue the line of street trees leading 
into the town centre along Peckham Road and 
Denmark Hill. Innovative greening methods such as 
green walls can also be implemented on blank facades 
or incorporated into future developments. Through 
innovation and careful consideration, visitors to 
Camberwell should be able to see trees, vegetation or 
open spaces from any point within the town centre.

Better integration with institutions
Five major institutions exist on the town centre’s
periphery and employing over 5,000 people - Kings
College Hospital, South London and Maudsley
Hospital, Camberwell Magistrate’s Court, Camberwell
College of the Arts and the London College of the Arts.

Improved pedestrian links between the town centre
and these institutions, coupled with an improved
offering of retail services and public space will help
to bring employers into the town centre, providing
greater activity and increased spending within 
Camberwell.

Green wall, Copenhagen

Articulation of town centre gateways
At each of the five major roads through Camberwell, 
a point is reached travelling along them when one 
feels that they are within the town centre. This sense 
of arrival is important for conveying to people that 
they have entered a particular type of place and that 
is distinct from the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
Gateways need not be explicit and their function 
is often simply one of recognition, however with 
Camberwell surrounded by residential development, 
it is important to distinguish at which point town 
centre activities extend to.
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4  Improvement projects
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4.1 Improvement projects

The Camberwell Town Centre will undergo a large 
amount of change over the coming years.  The 
type, scale and location of this change necessitates  
categorisation to ensure clarity in the different stages 
of the revitalisation process. 

Four major public infrastructure improvement 
projects are being undertaken simultaneously across 
Camberwell to create a town centre that functions 
more effectively for the community. These are shown 
in Figure 11 and are:

• Highway improvement, including road, footway and 
signalling reconfiguration;

• Redesign of Camberwell Green;
• Construction of a new library near the Camberwell 

Magistrates’ Court, including associated public realm 
improvements;

• Improvement and activation of a number of smaller 
public spaces, roads and laneways within the town 
centre.

Additionally, several major private developments are 
planned for sites within the town centre. These are:

• Job Centre Plus site on Camberwell Road;
• 294-304 Camberwell Road.

The Urban Design Framework focuses on the last 
of these public projects, the improvement to public 
spaces in the town centre.

Highway improvement works

Camberwell Green redesign

Camberwell library relocation

Town centre spaces (Nooks & crannies)

Figure 11: Camberwell revitalisation projects

Supplementary Planning Document boundary
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4.2 Highway improvements

What is happening?
The four major roads of Camberwell town centre and 
the intersection at its heart create a large amount 
of traffic congestion, especially during peak times. 
Improvements are being developed to reduce the 
amount of congestion through the town centre and 
improve the pedestrian experience.

The improvements include:

• Reconfiguring signalled crossing points at the 
junction;

• Changing lane widths;
• Moving bus stops and bus stands;
• Introducing median strips to improve safety at 

informal crossing points;
• Widening footpaths;
• Introducing a  new crossing point opposite Camberwell 

Passage on Camberwell Road;
• Reviewing turning restrictions around intersection 

Denmark Hill and Coldharbour Lane.

This work is being done in conjunction with Transport 
for London and in consultation with the London 
Borough of Lambeth and bus operators. 

4.3 Camberwell Green re-design

What is happening?
Camberwell Green is the major public space within the 
town centre.  The council is developing three concept 
designs to the green concentrate improving its ability 
to function as this primary public space.

The improvements include:

• Opening the green to the town centre;
• Re-aligning paths to address desire lines and the 

proposed installation of a signalled crossing point 
across Camberwell Road;

• Improving biodiversity;
• Increasing the presence of trees within the green and 

town centre;
• Rationalising the layout of the green;
• Improving seating and sense of space;
• Increasing usable area within the green;
• Introducing succession planting of avenue and 

specimen trees to replace existing mature trees at 
end of their life cycle;

• Giving the green more breathing space;
• Creating a strong link to the new library building.

4.4 Camberwell Library relocation

What is happening?
The Camberwell library is being relocated from its 
current location in shopfronts along Camberwell 
Church Street, to a new location in the public space 
outside the Camberwell Green Magistrates’ Court. 
This is being done to improve the library’s facilities 
and offering to the community, bring the library into 
a council-owned building and to free up the existing 
location for appropriate shopfront uses.
 
The library will provide community and educational 
facilities as well as library resources.
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What is happening?
The Camberwell supplementary planning document 
(SPD) will provide detailed planning guidance and 
information for the Camberwell action area. The 
SPD will set out how the policies within Southwark’s 
development plan (the Core Strategy, the saved 
Southwark Plan and the London Plan) should be 
implemented in Camberwell. We are currently at the 
early stages of preparing the SPD, with a vision paper 
planned for informal consultation from January to 
March 2013 to engage the local community and to 
identify the key issues that the SPD needs to provide 
guidance on. 

At the moment the council thinks that the SPD will 
include guidance on a range of policies including: 
the Camberwell vision, design guidance for key 
development sites, how much housing, retail and 
employment use we think will come forward, design 
and public realm improvements. It will also bring 
together work being carried out by other parts of the 
council, providing a coherent and comprehensive 
framework for future development. 

Following consultation in early 2013, we will be 
consulting on the SPD in September 2013.

4.6 Supplementary Planning 
 Document (SPD)

4.5 Nooks and crannies

What is happening?
To ensure Camberwell functions as a coherent town 
centre, the large number of public spaces, roads and 
laneways throughout the town centre need to be 
brought into use more effectively.

Section Five of the Urban Design Framework outlines 
these spaces, the issues they face and the opportunities 
for their improvements.

Several sites are priorities for the council in ensuring 
that progess is made on town centre improvements 
quickly.  It is hoped that improvements to key spaces 
such as Artichoke Place,  Grove Lane and Datchelor 
Place are commenced by the end of 2013.



5 Nooks & Crannies
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Figure 12: Camberwell’s nooks & crannies
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5.2 Typology

Stub streets
Several short dead-end streets extend off primary 
and secondary roads within the town centre.  All have 
pedestrian access through them and some limited 
vehicle access but their layouts are heavily weighted 
toward vehicle movement and parking. Where these 
intersect with the primary roads of Camberwell Church 
Street and Denmark Hill, there is opportunity for them 
to be utilised as public space, drawing people away 
from congested main routes.

Town centre links
A number of secondary streets and laneways connect 
outlying parts to the town centre and each other.  
Those identified have the potential to help alleviate 
pedestrian congestion around the intersection as well 
as become improved public spaces in their own right. 
A majority of these have restricted vehicle access to 
avoid rat-running.

5.1 Methodology

A spatial audit was undertaken to examine the existing 
character of all the public and semi-private spaces 
within the town centre.

The audit was undertaken during the day and evening 
to understand the state of lighting,  surfaces, safety, 
provision of furniture and overall user experience.

The criteria used to assess each site included:

• Pedestrian movement
• Vehicular movement
• Identifying features
• Primary function
• Other functions
• Visual presence and wayfinding from major roads
• Lighting
• Material consistency and quality
• Surveillance and frontage
• Comfort (including seating)
• Climate (aspect, sun/shade, wind, shelter)
• Views
• Services
• Planting and trees (inc approximately root zones)
• Historical context within conservation area or 
important building curtilage

From this analysis, a number of opportunities have been 
presented for the revitalisation of spaces appropriate 
to the vision for the town centre. 
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Pedestrian laneways
The terraced form of surrounding residential areas, 
in particular to the south of the town centre, have 
maintained traditional  pedestrian-width access routes 
between successive parallel streets, with varying 
degrees of prospect from surrounding properties.

Deep footpath spaces
Around the main intersection, alterations to road layouts 
and the irregular nature of 19th century building lines 
has created a series of wider footpath areas that could 
be made more attractive and functional.

The Yards
Several pub and coachyards extending off Denmark Hill 
still remain in the town centre, with varying degrees of 
access. Many now function as storage spaces or parking 
areas and only Milkwell Yard remains un-gated. Issues 
surrounding antisocial behaviour pervade, yet these 
spaces offer the opportunity to extend the semi-public 
spaces which do not feature heavily within the town 
centre.
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5.3 Primary sites

Stub road: Artichoke Place

Description

Artichoke Place is a short stub road leading off 
Camberwell Church Street to the Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (formerly the public baths), its car park and 
Artichoke Mews. The existing road markings and 
narrow footpaths suggest greater importance is given 
to vehicle use than pedestrian. 

Opportunities
     
•  Extend the space in front of the leisure centre to allow 

for cafe or similar use to extend the community reach 
of the leisure centre and capture the morning sun;

• Prioritise pedestrian movement across and down 
Artichoke place by widening footpaths, exploring 
shared surface opportunities and extending footpath 
across road entrance;

•  Street tree planting to frame the leisure centre 
building,  soften the look of the street and continue 
the green links up north from Grove Lane;

• Provide cycle route north-south through car park;

• Drawing the leisure centre into the activity of 
Camberwell church Street more effectively;

• Encourage greater use of the footpath public space 
by enabling cafes to spill out into the street;

•  Remove road markings to reduce visual clutter;

• Improve lighting and facilitate a spillover of evening 
activities from top of Grove Lane;

• Increase focus on leisure centre facade through 
feature lighting.

• Work with the leisure centre and community groups 
using it;

• Utilise the road, car park and side alleys for market 
stalls.

View towards Camberwell Church Street and the Hermits Cave pub

Existing condition

View towards leisure centre from corner of Camberwell Church 

Street 
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1. Guerilla lighting project, 2010. The Hop Exchange, Southwark. Photo Martin Lupton

Possibilities

Images sourced from:
1.http://www.lighting.co.uk/news/guerrilla-lighting-injects-life-into-a-forgotten-part-of-
southwark/8604373.article
2. Southwark Council
3. Jeremy Gill

2. Flat Iron Square, Borough, Southwark 3. Laneway art project, Sydney, Australia

Possible revised layout looking towards Leisure centre
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Stub road: Datchelor Place

Description

Datchelor Place is a no through road off Camberwell 
Church Street towards the eastern edge of the town 
centre. It provides limited parking and stepped 
pedestrian access north into the D’eynsford Estate  and 
has active, if under-utilised, frontages on its eastern 
side.

Opportunities
 
• Prioritise pedestrian movement across and down 

Datchelor Place and into the D’eynsford Estate by 
widening one footpath and limiting parking. 

•  Open up entrance to D’eynsford Estate

• Expand upon the recent residential community 
improvement efforts, including planter boxes, and 
enable continued community interaction;

•  Improve lighting to increase the sense of security and 
surveillance;

•  Closure of road to traffic and incorporation of loading 
bays along Camberwell Church Street;

•  Improve look of shopfronts;

•  Remove road markings to reduce visual clutter;

•  Work with active local community, in particular from 
D’eynsford Estate.

View towards intersection with Camberwell Church Street

View north towards D’eysnford Estate

Existing condition
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Possibilities

1. Planter box design,  Mathildeplein, Eindovem, Netherlands

Images sourced from:
1.http://www.landezine.com/index.php/2011/03/mathildeplein-by-buro-lubbers/
2.http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http://www.cabe.org.uk/
case-studies/middlesbrough-growing?photos=true&viewing=7427

2. Community planter boxes, Middlesbrough

Possible revised layout looking towards north towards D’eynsford Estate,
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Quiet street: Grove Lane

Description

Grove Lane is an important pedestrian connection 
between Denmark Hill Station, the Maudsley Hospital 
and the town centre. Its northern end is restricted to 
one-way traffic northbound and footpath widening 
works have been undertaken in the past to improve 
the pedestrian quality of the area, to limited success. 
The frontages on the western end north of Daneville 
Road are protected as shopping frontages and within 
these are two popular social spots - Johannsons cafe 
and the Hermit’s Cave pub.

Opportunities
 
• Re-alignment of the northernmost section of the road 

to better align with Artichoke Place, with the potential 
to incorporate contra-flow cycle movements linking 
across to Artichoke Place or onto Camberwell Church 
Street;

• Widen the footpath outside the Hermit’s Cave pub and 
Johannsons and create opportunity for associated 
outdoor seating to extend the vibrancy of these 
places into the public realm;

• Reconsider the location of existing cycle parking to 
reduce pedestrian clutter;

• Improve lighting and possibly connect with lighting 
improvements to Artichoke Place;

• Provide space for greening, continuing the street 
tree and garden planting to the South of Grove Lane 
through the town centre;

• Use small setback space on southern corner of Jephson 
Street for bin or market stall equipment storage;

• Utilise the blank facades on the eastern side of the 
road for cultural, social or environmental purposes.

The Hermit’s Cave pub on the corner of Grove Lane and 

Camberwell Church Street

North towards Camberwell Church Street and the Camberwell 

Leisure centre

Existing condition
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Possibilities

2. The Cat & Mutton, Hackney, London

1. Roper Lane, Southwark, London

Images sourced from:
1.Southwark Council

2. Jeremy Gill

Possible revised layout  looking towards north towards intersection with Camberwell Church Street
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Opportunities
 
• Improve pedestrian experience and sense of 

importance along northern end from Camberwell 
Church Street, reducing vehicle dominance and 
improving cleanliness of setting;

• Reconfigure and improve the vehicle barrier and its 
setting to better accommodate cycle access south  
from Camberwell Church Street;

• The supermarket is a well-used local focal point.  
To encourage more frequent and pleasant social 
interaction, better utilise the space outside Butterfly 
Walk’s rear entrance;

• Improvement to consistency of surface treatment 
along length of Wren Road and exploration of 
possibility of single level surface outside Butterfly 
Walk;

• Improvement to lighting provision and move to white 
light along length to increase perception of safety;

• Increase presence of street trees outside Butterfly Walk 
and improve views through to Camberwell Green to 
highlight green links through town centre;

• Remove underused phone box;

• Increase visibility into street to reduce anti-social 
behaviour in unlit corners.

View looking north towards Camberwell Green

View looking north past Morrisons

Existing condition

Quiet street: Wren Road

Description

A major pedestrian thoroughfare between Camberwell 
Church Street and Butterfly Walk shopping centre. Its 
northern end has narrow footpaths and is used heavily 
for parking, causing congestion impeding pedestrian 
movement, in particular at the point the road is 
blocked to through traffic. The police station and the 
Colonnades apartment block both use for vehicular 
access to their respective parking spaces. 

The southern section has a more pedestrian-friendly 
feel, with a brick paved surface and strong street tree 
planting. It is managed privately. Vehicle access is 
limited to the shopping centre’s service yard.
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Possibilities

Images sourced from:
1.http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110118095356/http://www.cabe.org.uk/
case-studies/ancoats-and-new-islington?photos=true&viewing=307
2.http://www.landezine.com/index.php/2011/04/new-road-by-landscape-projects-and-
gehl-architects/

Pedestrian-oriented paving at road intersection

Shared surface with pedestrian-oriented materials,

New Road, Brighton

Possible revised layout looking towards south from Camberwell Church Street
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Quiet street: Daneville Road

Description

The main section of Daneville Road is split into three 
sections with different functions. The western end, 
adjoining Denmark Hill one-way westbound and is 
lined with residential and commercial properties. The 
mid section, between Orpheus Street and Wren Road 
is two way for traffic in and out of the Morissons’ car 
park and the eastern end, adjacent the car park, is 
closed to traffic and has a row of trees along its length. 
It has no active frontage and no use other than as a 
thoroughfare.

Opportunities
 
• Improve pedestrian experience and biodiversity by 

softening the landscape of the closed section and 
decreasing presence of the car park wall;

• Improve setting of good quality street trees along its 
length, altering focus away from primary function as 
vehicular route;

•  Attract pedestrians as an alternate route to Denmark 
Hill from Camberwell Church Street to reduce 
pedestrian congestion around intersection;

•  Change to white lighting along length to improve 
sense of safety and activation at night time;

• Develop pedestrian section in partnership with 
residents of Selborne Estate to engender a sense of 
ownership of the space that is currently lacking;

• Enable temporary uses of pedestrian section, in 
particular in collaboration with local events such as 
markets and the Camberwell Arts Festival;

• Explore secure storage facilities incorporated into 
design or within car park for equipment needed for 
regular temporary events;

• Soften the wide footpath between Orpheus Street 
and Wren Road with planting.

Looking east from corner of Wren Road towards pedestrian area 

and Selborne Estate

East towards Grove Lane at night

Existing condition
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Possibilities

3. New York High Line

1. Restoring the Waters, Western Sydney

2. Broadway Market, Hackney, London

4. Peckham Space, Peckham, London

Images sourced from:
1.http://chrismullaney.com.au/architecture/the-memory-
line/
2.http://www.best-of-european-union.eu/2012/06/25/
london-food-markets%E2%80%8F/broadway-market-
london-uk/
3.http://www.livinthehighline.com/2012/05/13/message-
from-bangladesh-leave-sarah-szes-scultpure-on-the-high-
line/
4.http://www.livinthehighline.com/2012/05/13/message-
from-bangladesh-leave-sarah-szes-scultpure-on-the-high-
line/
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Opportunities
 
• Improve the pedestrian experience by removing some 

car parking spaces;

•   Include part of the road in the redesign of Camberwell 
Green, extending its boundary and converting some 
of the southern end of the road into public space;

• Provide a footpath along the eastern edge of the 
green separating it from the road;

• Raise the road level at the corner and explore vehicle 
speed control measures such as material change to 
emphasise the pedestrian crossing point and link the 
green more effectively with the Magistrate’s court 
space;

• Expand the green northward and reduce the width of 
the footpath at the northern end;

• Improve street lighting and link to lighting scheme 
with that of the green to ensure consistency;

 

Looking south-west across Camberwell Green. Camberwell Green 

road running south

Existing condition

Quiet street: Camberwell Green Road

Description

The road bounds Camberwell Green park to the north 
and east.  Access is blocked through to Camberwell 
Church Street and consequently the road acts primarily 
as parking for residents and town centre users as well 
as providing access to the Peabody Estate.

The road at the north-east corner of the Green is a busy 
pedestrian crossing point in the morning and evening 
peak as a number of people come through the public 
space fronting the Magistrate’s court and onwards 
through the green. 

The western edge of the road has no footpath and the 
Green’s fence sits next to the kerb edge.

South towards Camberwell Church Street with Green to the west
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Possibilities

1. New Road, Brighton

Images sourced from:
1.http://www.landezine.com/index.php/2011/04/new-road-
by-landscape-projects-and-gehl-architects/
2.http://www.deucedesign.com.au/index.php/projects/
signage-wayfinding/darling-quarter-civic-connector
3. Jeremy Gill

2.  Darling Quarter, Sydney, Australia

3. Tate Modern, London
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5.4 Secondary sites

Pedestrian route: Camberwell Passage

Description

Connecting Camberwell Road and Camberwell New 
Road, this is a well used passage by locals, in particular 
by bus drivers at the beginning and end of their shifts. 
It is wide and the ends can be seen along its length, 
heightening its sense of safety. It is well lit at night. The 
large flagstones along its length are original.

Two major development sites on either side of it, the 
Pool Hall on Camberwell New Road and the Job Centre 
Plus site on Camberwell Road, are both planning to be 
demolished and re-built, increasing the active frontage 
along the length of Camberwell Passage. 

Opportunities
 
• Ensure pedestrian movement and views are 

maintained by re-siting bus stop and phone box at 
the western end out of main movement line;

• Improve lighting to allow passage to function late at 
night safely;

• Any resurfacing should re-use the flagstones as much 
as possible to maintain heritage look; 

• Opportunity for public art through murals;

• Possibility of space being used for temporary events;

• Encourage active uses along building edges fronting 
the passage. 

West towards Camberwell Road entrance to Camberwell Passage 

and bus stop

Existing condition

West along Camberwell passage towards Camberwell New Road
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Opportunities
 
• Maintain the feel and scale of the pedestrian link. This 

route requires minimal improvements as it functions 
well as it is;

• Ensuring lighting is maintained and kept clear of 
overhanging tree branches;

• At each end of the pedestrian path, opportunity for  
drop kerbs for pushchairs and wheelchairs;

• Introduce planting along wide footpath on the eastern 
section, shown right;

• Improvements to siting of bollards and lamp columns 
at western end of pedestrian path to remove 
obstruction to footway.

View west towards entrance to pedestrian pathway

View east towards entrance to Love Walk pedestrian pathway

Existing condition

Pedestrian route: Love Walk 

Description

A series of pedestrian routes well used by locals, linking 
Grove Lane and Denmark Hill.  The western length is a 
pedestrian laneway bounded by hidden terrace rows, 
rear accesses to private properties and a low density 
1980s estate.   The town centre’s southern gateway is 
signalled by Love Walk’s intersection with Denmark 
Hill, where the Love Walk cafe is situated at the end of a 
row of mature London Plane street trees.

The eastern section of Love walk links Grove Lane, and 
Camberwell Grove through an under-lit, narrow path 
less than 2 metres wide. It terminates east of Camberwell 
Grove adjacent to the St. Giles’ churchyard.
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Pedestrian route: Coldharbour Place

Description

A charmless pedestrian link between Coldharbour 
Lane and Denmark Hill, save for a Hokusai-style wave 
on the back of an adjacent property. The path provides 
a link through from bus stops along Coldharbour Lane 
to Denmark Hill and is well lit and spacious due to 
recent refurbishment associated with a new residential 
development. However, the development and the 
adjacent office building provides no ground level 
activation or surveillance and consequently the space 
is perceived as unsafe, especially at night. 

Vehicle access to the NHS building’s service yard creates 
a pinch point and the whole space prioritises the road, 
although vehicle access is limited to a few properties 
and no through traffic.

Coldharbour Place is within the London Borough of 
Lambeth.

Opportunities
 
• Raise road level to be consistent with footway, 

encouraging the prioritisation of pedestrians in the 
space;

• Increased street planting through trees, planter boxes 
or soft landscaping to soften the grey space;

• Draw attention to the Hokusai wave mural on the 
rear of 94 Denmark Hill through re-touching and/or 
feature lighting;

• Reduce visual intrusion and sense of enclosure created 
by the fenced off service area;

• Consistent paving material across whole space. East towards Denmark Hill and private residence with Hokusai 

wave mural

West from Denmark Hill showing pinch point created by 

residential entrance

Existing condition
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Pedestrian route: Mary Boast Walk

Description

A well used and well lit pedestrian link between 
Camberwell Grove and Grove Lane, adjacent to the 
Grand Union pub. The space has been partially given 
over to the pub for outdoor seating which helps to 
enliven the space.

Opportunities
 
• Improvement to surface treatment to ensure 

consistency and reduce broken paving;

• Enlivening wall of tennis courts on north side of 
passage;

•  Introduce planting along length of walk;

• Provide consistent lighting style along length to 
reduce darker spot towards Grove Lane;

• Design in bin storage to obscure commercial bins 
from sight;

• Increase width of pedestrian path between outdoor 
tables by re-arranging table layout and allowing 
tables to extend further west.

Looking east from Grove Lane towards Grand Union pub

West past Grand Union entrance with outdoor seating along 

passageway.

Existing condition
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Pedestrian route: Churchyard Passage

Description

A narrow pedestrian link between St. Giles’ churchyard 
and Camberwell Grove with heritage-style lighting and 
a reasonable amount of usage, especially during the 
daytime.

Opportunities
 
• This passage needs little by way of improvements;

• Ongoing upkeep of lighting and cleanliness to ensure 
the passageway remains safe for users. 

East towards St Giles Churchyard from Camberwell Grove

Existing condition

West towards Camberwell Grove
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Description

Two mews on the eastern side of Camberwell Grove 
provide gated access to residential units along their 
length. 

Opportunities
 
• Work with residents to ensure ongoing upkeep of 

planting, lighting and paving;

• Explore opportunities to reduce street furniture clutter 
around entrances.

Chamberlain Passage

Existing condition

Pedestrian route: Camberwell Grove Mews’
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Description

The removal of the south-bound slipway onto 
Denmark Hill from Camberwell Church Street created a 
wider footpath and reduced pedestrian congestion. It 
currently provides cycle parking and is constantly busy 
with the movement of pedestrians crossing at both 
points of the intersection. 

Opportunities
 
• Improve consistency of paving material;

• Use space for appropriate landmark to act as a meeting 
place in the town centre as there is currently no 
specific place at the junction where people coming 
off buses could use as a clear, appropriate meeting 
place;

• Potential for some appropriate tree planting to 
continue idea of green chain of trees down Denmark 
Hill into Camberwell Green;

• Acknowledge that the space must work as a busy 
pedestrian point and that any intervention that does 
not impede movement. Looking north along eastern side of Denmark Hill at bus stops 

opposite McDonald’s

Existing condition

View south from Camberwell Green across pedestrian crossing

Footpath: South-east corner of intersection
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Description

The terminating of the southern end of Camberwell 
Green road has created a wide section of footpath at 
the corner of the Green fronted by small shops. It is 
used primarily by people waiting for buses at bus stop 
K and people entering and exiting the green. The space 
is cluttered with bollards, bins, bike racks, phone booths 
and a bus shelter.

Opportunities
 
• Utilise the site’s position as a key link between the 

busy Camberwell Church Street and the green to 
create a more formal public space in the town centre 
and help to bring the green more into Camberwell 
Church street;

• Expand the space further into Camberwell Green 
Road to create a new public space;

• Reduce street clutter and look at opportunities to 
relocate street furniture;

• Continue paving material out from the green to give 
the appearance of a large single public space; Ensure 
all paving material is consistent;

• Improve amount and colour of lighting;

• Focus on prominence of London Plane tree in the 
south-east corner of the green through up-lighting;

• Move bus shelter so that it doesn’t create a pinch 
point for pedestrian movement towards Camberwell 
Church Street.

View north across Camberwell Church Street towards Peabody 

buildings

Existing condition

Towards Camberwell Church Street and Intersection from

 southern end of road

Footpath: Southern end of Camberwell Green
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Description

A small space on the corner of Orpheus Street and 
Denmark Hill created by the setting back of the single-
storey post office building from the prevailing building 
line. The set back and the post office’s facade create 
two blank walls and the space lacks any interest.

It is currently used as an informal single 
space car park and for commercial 
bin storage. Attempts to improve 
it have featured the planting of a 
single tree and re-paving, however 

the clutter along the kerb and 
lack of function do not create an 
attractive space. 

Opportunities
 
• Major improvements to this space hinge on 

redevelopment of the post office building and the 
reinstatement of the building line along Denmark 
hill;

• Removal of redundant street furniture;

• Removal of single car parking space;

• Better utilise blank facade for street art or 
information.

Across Denmark Hill, showing street clutter

Existing condition

View south from Orpheus Street

Footpath space: Orpheus Street Post Office
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Description

A consistent building line set back from buildings 
around it has created a wider footpath adjacent to the 
northbound bus stops.

Opportunities
 
• Maintain pedestrian access to shops and buses;

• Explore opportunities for street tree planting that does 
not impede on bus stops and pedestrian movement;

• Footpath paving consistent or complementary of 
improvements to Camberwell Passage.

View west from Camberwell Green 

Existing condition

View north along Camberwell Road

Footpath space: Camberwell Road western side
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Quiet street: Orpheus Street

Description

A one way street used to direct traffic westbound into 
Coldharbour Lane and dominated by three bus stands 
and blank facades presented by Butterfly Walk.Traffic 
often speeds around the corner and there is little by 
way of active use along its length, aside from a discreet 
entrance to the art shop. The result is an unwelcoming 
pedestrian landscape.

Opportunities
 
• Split bus stands to reduce sense of a red wall created 

by buses;

• Implement traffic calming measures to reduce the 
speed of vehicles going around the corner;

• Improve facade of Morrisons buildings through 
public art in the  wall insets or exploring green walls 
to provide a softer view along the road;

• Improve the setting for street trees;

• Work with Art shop for potential collaboration 
opportunities;

• Create a link into Butterfly Walk shopping centre 
through current small car park to attract people 
down Orpheus Street.

Side of Morrisons and parked bus at bus stand presenting 

unappealing facades

Existing condition

Facade of Morrisons 
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Stub road: Daneville Road (eastern end)

Description

Daneville Road is closed to through traffic. The eastern 
end does, however, allow access to the Butterfly Walk 
car park and cars regularly enter it from the east. It 
is bound by street-facing residential units and the 
external wall of the Selborne Estate and has several 
existing parking bays. 

Opportunities
 
• Reduce the priority of vehicles and continue the 

emphasis of pedestrian and cycle movement existing 
along the central section of Daneville Road;

•  Remove road markings to reduce visual clutter;

• Draw attention to corner of Daneville Road from  
northern end of Grove Lane through material change, 
planting or lighting to signify its existence as a safe 
pedestrian route by-passing the town centre;

•  Ensure integration with design proposals for central 
section of Daneville Road and  northern end of Grove 
Lane.

West from Grove Lane

East from pedestrian section of Daneville Road showing Morrisons 

Carpark eastern entrance

Existing condition
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Stub road: Jephson Street

Description

Jephson Street is a no through road with impressive 
facing Victorian terraces and a gate at the entrance. 
Vehicle access is to the carpark obscured at the rear. 
The narrowness of the single-lane street is accentuated 
by the full kerb heights and narrow footpaths.

The street is identified as a key space in the Camberwell 
Green Conservation Area Appraisal. The Victorian 
terraces are Grade II listed.

Opportunities
 
•  Level the road and footpaths to create a single surface, 

with the possibility of planting along it;

• Use small amount of land on southern side of 
intersection with Grove Lane for bin storage;

•  Support use of street for filming due to its elegant 
Grade II Listed mid-19th century houses.

Gated terraces with car parking at rear

Existing condition

East towards Grove Lane 
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Stub road: Selborne Road

Description

A stub road off Denmark Hill providing pedestrian 
access through to the Selborne Estate as well as side 
residential and commercial access to buildings fronting 
Denmark Hill. 

Car parking dominates the end of the road through 
parking bays and informal parking with a large amount 
of redundant footway encouraging people to park off 
the road. Street furniture, in particular commercial waste 
bins and bollards dominate the street and coupled 
with a large amount of blank facades and a lack of tree 
planting, create an unattractive space for pedestrians.

East from Denmark Hill

Existing conditionOpportunities
 
• Remove opportunities for informal parking by re-

organising parking bays or reducing parking capacity 
of the road;

• Highlight the pedestrian access through to the 
Selborne estate through lighting and paving 
upgrades to increase sense of security;

• Remove redundant and excess street furniture, in 
particular bollards, whilst still preventing motorbikes 
and scooters from using pedestrian route as a 
thoroughfare;

• Maintain vehicle access to rear of buildings;

• Explore opportunity for grouping of commercial 
waste bins to reduce blight along Denmark Hill;

• Increase depth of footpath at end of road to encourage 
more planting to help soften the look of the space;

• Use space for temporary events.

South-east from Denmark Hill showing pedestrian entrance to 

Selborne Estate
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Coachyard: Milkwell Yard

Description

A narrow yard off Coldharbour Lane providing rear 
access to shop units and residential and commercial 
properties above and behind. Used by some for 
undesirable activities, including drinking and drug 
taking, the yard is not a welcoming place for those that 
need to use it.

Very few cars use it and only for parking, yet the yard is 
signaled as part of the Coldharbour Lane intersection 
signalling. 

Opportunities
 
• Reduce the focus on car use and increase pedestrian 

environment at entrance by extending footpath 
across the yard;

• Improve lighting to discourage anti-social behaviour, 
in particular at the entrance to provide a greater 
sense of safety for those using it for access;

• Explore opportunity for pedestrian link through to 
the Valmar trading estate to increase flow of people 
through the yard;

• Opportunity to use laneway temporary functions, for 
example as part of the Camberwell Arts Festival.

Towards Intersection of Denmark Hill land Coldharbour Lane from 

Milkwell Yard

Existing condition

Across Denmark Hill showing entrance to Milkwell Yard
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Coachyard: Joiners Arms Yard

Description

A narrow yard off Denmark Hill adjacent to the Joiners 
Arms pub.  The yard can provide access through to the 
rear of the properties on Orpheus Street, however it is 
gated at the end and has been informally appropriated 
by the pub as a storage and outdoor space.

Opportunities
 
• Improve paving and lighting;

• Improve connection with the pub to develop sense of 
ownership and character for the space;

• Utilise blank northern wall for public art;

• Possible arrangement with owners of Joiners Arms 
for storage of market equipment or commercial bins 
within the town centre.

Joiners Arms Yard adjacent pub from Denmark Hill

Existing condition

Inside Joiners Arms Yard
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Coachyard: Tiger pub yard

Description

A narrow yard off Denmark Hill adjacent to the Tiger 
pub.  The yard used to provide access through to the 
service yard behind Butterfly Walk, however it is now 
gated and is used for outdoor seating for the pub.

Opportunities
 
• Improve paving and lighting;

• Remove drop kerb and continue footpath along in 
front of entrance;

• Allow rear to open on to service yard for events;

• Possible arrangement with owners of Tiger Pub for 
storage of market equipment or commercial bins 
within the town centre;

• Remove fencing at front to better associate the space 
as semi-private space attached to the Tiger pub.

View into Tiger Pub yard from footpath

Existing condition
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Description

A couple of small coachyards extend off Denmark Hill 
to provide service and car parking for their adjacent 
properties. They are gated and have no current use as 
public or semi-public spaces.

Opportunities
 
• These will remain as private spaces and maintained  

by those who use them;

• There is potential occasionally to use these as part of 
festivals as small event spaces;

• Possible arrangement with owners for storage of 
market equipment or commercial bins within the 
town centre..

Across Denmark Hill

Existing condition

Across Denmark Hill

Coachyard: Coachyards to east of Denmark Hill
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