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Dear Jacqueline,  

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK  

NEW SOUTHWARK PLAN EXAMINATION 

WRITTEN STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO THE INSPECTORS' QUESTIONS 

MATTER 10 – SITE ALLOCATIONS 

NSP49 – LONDON BRIDGE HEALTH CLUSTER 

REPRESENTATIONS BY GUY’S AND ST THOMAS’ CHARITY 

 

We write on behalf our client Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity (‘the Charity’), to submit representations 

to the proposed changes to the submitted New Southwark Plan. The Charity are landowners and 

investors in Southwark, most significantly in the context of these representations is their ownership of a 

series of sites in London Bridge, primarily along Snowsfields, which fall within the proposed ‘NSP49 – 

London Bridge Health Cluster’ site allocation.  

 

These representations come further to the representations submitted in February 2018 which related to 

the proposed submission version New Southwark Plan (2017) (Regulation 19). A copy of these 

representations is attached at Appendix A. 

 

Since that time Council has proposed modifications when the plan was submitted for examination in 

January 2020, together with further proposed changes presented for consultation in August 2020, along 

with additional evidence documents having been submitted. More recently Inspectors have issued their 

Matters, Issues and Questions (‘MIQs’) ahead of the examination hearing sessions and it is within this 

context that we welcome the opportunity to make further representations.  

 

Background 

 

The Charity 

 

Guy’s and St Thomas’ Charity is an urban health foundation based in Lambeth and Southwark for over 

500 years. In these areas they focus on complex health challenges in order to drive better health in the 
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community. This includes working with grassroots organisations, public sector bodies, and commercial 

businesses using a place-based approach to tackle major health challenges in urban areas. 

 

In order to provide funding for its ambitious charitable goals, the Charity is supported by an endowment, 

which holds its property assets and investments. The Charity’s investment portfolio is managed to 

advance and support its health mission. Accordingly, the Charity’s London Bridge sites are seen as a 

real opportunity to support and advance the Charity’s mission of health and wellbeing. Support for the 

Health Cluster could include additional healthcare facilities, commercial space to attract private sector 

medical, health and research companies, and new accommodation potentially for the Charity’s own 

occupation. The Charity also partner with Guy’s Hospital and King’s College London and all are 

working together to deliver a shared vision for Guy’s Campus.  

 

The Guy’s Campus and Innovation District 

 

As a result of the academic and institutional activities led by the King’s College London Campus, Guy’s 

Hospital and Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult Unit, the London Bridge area is one of the most productive 

centres for innovation in the capital. King’s College London regularly ranks as one of the top ten research 

universities in the world, and Guy’s Hospital is one of the largest teaching hospitals in London. As a 

result of this the Guy’s Campus is one of the only locations in the UK which can provide the triple helix 

of academia, funding, and industry required to create a truly world-class life sciences Innovation District. 

 

The Innovation District Model is based on the following concept: “High quality, specialized facilities 

create a clear line of site from the lab bench to the patient’s bedside and an environment that attracts 

global talent and investment, whilst enabling the delivery of our clinical vision and strategy.” 

 

The Innovation District will comprise facilities that will attract and retain public and private partners to 

the campus, sharing knowledge, specialist equipment and mutually beneficial access to a significant and 

diverse patient group. As part of this, the Guy’s campus as a ‘Bio-Medical Hub’ will focus on advanced 

therapies, cellular medicine, cancer and biomedical sciences, building on the success of the Guy’s 

Cancer Centre and Guy’s Tower as centres for advanced therapies research.  

 

Matter 10 – Site Allocations 

 

NSP49 – London Bridge Health Cluster 

 

The Charity reiterates its support for the NSP49 London Bridge Health Cluster site allocation, including 

the proposed allocation boundary, the requirement for health, research and education facilities and other 

uses which support the functioning of London Bridge Health Cluster, and the need to improve pedestrian 

movement and permeability through the site.  

 

However, there is limited opportunity to deliver the required scale of development for the London Bridge 

Health Cluster and to achieve the aims of Guy’s Campus and Innovation District within the boundary of 

the NSP49 site allocation. As such the site allocation needs to clear in its ambition for buildings of 

suitable height and scale in suitable locations.  
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The NSP49 London Bridge Health Cluster site falls within: the London Bridge, Borough & Bankside 

Opportunity Area; the Central Activities Zone; the London Bridge District Town Centre; and has a 

Public Transport Accessibility Level (PTAL) of 6b which is the highest possible level. These are all 

strong indicators of the most suitable locations for tall buildings in policy terms.  

 

MIQ - 10.4 - Are the site allocation policies sufficiently clear as to whether tall and taller buildings will 

be acceptable?  

 

The current wording for the ‘Approach to tall buildings’ within the NSP49 site allocation is not 

sufficiently clear as to the acceptability for tall buildings for the site allocation area, which has the 

potential to limit the ability for the Health Cluster provide the required health, research, education and 

other supporting facilities and uses. It is therefore proposed that the site allocation text is amended as 

follows: 

 

Redevelopment of the site could include The site is suitable for taller buildings subject to 

consideration of impacts on existing character, heritage and townscape. The scale of any new 

buildings should step down towards the site boundaries. 

 

Such rewording of the site allocation is required in order to provide clarity for development including 

tall buildings to come forward in the allocation area, and in order to ensure that the aspirations for the 

London Bridge Health Cluster, a Guy’s Campus and Innovation District can be realized.  

 

Summary 

 

As outlined above, the London Bridge area has the potential to become one of the leading life science 

destinations in the world. Central to this is the potential for the area to host world-lead research and 

development through the collaboration of venture capital, private enterprise, leading clinicians and 

academics. Accordingly, the proposed NSP49: London Bridge Health Cluster site allocation should 

ensure that appropriate development to facilitate this is able to come forward, including taller buildings 

in suitable locations.  

 

We trust that our representations will be fully considered and taken into account during the course of the 

Examination. The Charity also respectfully request to reserve the opportunity to appear at the 

examination hearing session for Matter 10 ‘London Bridge Area Vision and Site Allocations’ scheduled 

for Wednesday 28th April at 10am.  

 

If you require any clarification on any matters, or wish to discuss our representations further, please do 

not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Marlon Deam 

DP9 Ltd  
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