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Dear Jacqueline, 

MATTER STATEMENT - MATTER 7 

We write on behalf of our client, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust (“the Trust”), in 

response to the Inspector’s Matters, Issues and Questions published on 10 December 2020.  The 

Trust submitted written representations to the modifications to the New Southwark Plan in October 

2020 of the Plan regarding the policy on social infrastructure.  Draft Policy P46 on Community 

Facilities is discussed under Matter 7 and the points raised in this Matter Statement relate to Issue 

1.  

MIQ 7.9 Are there any implications for the policies arising from the recent changes to the 

Use Classes Order? 

In the Trust’s representations to the modified New Southwark Plan in October 2020, we 

commented on Draft Policy P46 with regards to its flexibility to support modern social infrastructure 

sites.  The Trust, as a major healthcare provider, can vouch for the nature of modern healthcare 

sites moving towards providing a much wider range of uses including offices, research and 

development and staff accommodation, as well as clinical facilities.  The changes to the Use 

Classes Order introduce wider flexibility to change between many of these uses and we 

understand that the Council will be reviewing the policy in the context of these national changes 

and this will be covered under this question from the Inspector.  Recognising the spirit of flexibility 

that the new Use Classes Order has been designed to encourage, especially with a mind to the 

point we have raised above, should be central in adjusting Draft Policy P46.   

Clearly, the use that is not captured by the changes to the Use Classes Order is ancillary staff or 

student accommodation that may be supporting to the primary use of the site.  There may be 

instances whereby it is complementary to an existing healthcare site to support the addition of 

accommodation to support the operations of the wider healthcare body, such as in the case of the 

Trust.  It would be useful for this policy to nod its support to ancillary accommodation facilities as 

part of community facility sites, given that this is not affected by the Use Classes Order and could 

be a significant complementary use.  

Draft Policy P46 includes an allowance for the community facilities to be lost where they are 

surplus to requirements and requires a marketing exercise for two years in support of such 

exceptional circumstances.  The Publication London Plan requires Boroughs to work with 

healthcare bodies within the NHS to understand the implications of transformation plans in Draft 
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Policy S2, making specific refences to opportunities to make better use of existing sites through co-

location, reconfiguration and the release of surplus land.  Draft Policy S1, Parts D and F set out the 

Mayor’s approach to the loss of social infrastructure, where this is part of a wider public service 

transformation plan, noting that in this case the loss of a facility may be acceptable.  This is clear 

regional support for the release of assets by a public health body where they are part of a wider 

estate realisation programme and the Trust feel that this should be recognised within the 

consideration of exceptional circumstances under Draft Policy P46.  Given the principle established 

by regional policy, the marketing requirement for the release of a facility should not be required in 

such a circumstance.  An addition to the policy text and/or supporting text to make this clear and 

reference the direction of the London Plan should be added, to make the Plan sound and fit-for-

purpose in planning for the management of healthcare sites in the Borough during the Plan period.  

We hope these representations are useful in the Inspector’s consideration of modifications to Draft 

Policy P46.  

Yours fathfully, 

 

 

Emily Taylor 
Principal Planner 
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