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1. Introduction 

Tobacco products must bear certain labels and pictorial warnings. Regulations also restrict tobacco 

displays and advertising in retail premises. Controls on how tobacco products are sold also apply. 

Tobacco products are cigarettes, cigars, rolling tobacco, blunt wraps and any other products containing 

tobacco which are intended to be smoked, sniffed, sucked or chewed.  

2. Main legal requirements – pack labelling 

� The health warning statement 'Smoking kills' or 'Smoking seriously harms you and others 

around you’ and a picture health warning must be shown on all tobacco products other than 

tobacco for oral use and smokeless tobacco products 

� The packaging of a tobacco product must not be marked or labelled in any way which suggests it is 

less harmful to health than other tobacco products 

� Tobacco tar, nicotine and carbon monoxide yields must be shown on all cigarette packets 

� ‘UK duty paid’ markings must be shown on all packets of cigarettes and pouches of hand-rolling 

tobacco manufactured, or imported, for sale in the UK 

� Smokeless tobacco products must be labeled on the most visible surface with the warning 'This 

tobacco product can damage your health and is addictive' 

� Tobacco products other than tobacco for oral use must be labeled with a code or batch marking 

whereby the place, date and (other than for cigars) the time, of its manufacture may be determined. 

3. Main legal requirements - advertising 

� You may only advertise tobacco products within your premises at ‘point of sale’. Other awnings, 

window posters etc with tobacco brands or logos are prohibited. The maximum area of tobacco 

advertising at point of sale is restricted to A5 in size  
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4. What is meant by point of sale? 

This is the point where your gantry or display unit is fixed. You may only advertise at this place and only 

one advert is permitted per business within any premises.  

5. What sort of advert can I have?  

The advert must be two-dimensional and may be one single advert or several provided that the total area 

does not exceed A5 in size. The advert can include the following information:  

���� the name, or emblem or any other feature of the tobacco product 

���� the price of a packet and the size that the price relates to 

The advert must include the warning: ‘Smoking Kills’ or ‘Smoking seriously harms you and others around 

you’ and ‘NHS Smoking Helpline 0800 1690169’  

You may not have any advertisement that is displayed electronically on a screen or contains a moving 

image or background or an image that changes colour or is lit by flashing lights. The tobacco products 

themselves must not be displayed in a way that could constitute a tobacco advertisement. 

6. What other controls are there? 

���� Sales to children 

It is illegal to sell tobacco products to any person under the age of 18 irrespective of the appearance of 

that person. Trading Standards regularly carry out underage sales enforcement exercises using 

underage volunteers. A separate information leaflet is available on this subject 

���� Tobacco warning notice 

You must display the following warning statement at the point of sale, or in a prominent position where 

anyone purchasing tobacco products can read it. 

 No other wording is permitted and the statement must be at least A3 size  

(297mm by 420mm). The letters must be at least 36mm in height. Free 

notices are available from Trading Standards. 

 

���� Sale of single cigarettes 

Sales of cigarettes other than in their original packet are illegal. You cannot open packs to sell singles. 

7. What happens if these requirements are not complied with? 

Failure to comply is a criminal offence. Depending on the type of breach both the seller and any 

business (and owner) in the supply chain could be prosecuted.  On conviction the courts may impose a 

fine or in some cases imprisonment or both. In addition goods may be seized by Trading Standards 

Officers and forfeited by the courts. 

8. Further information 

If you require further assistance on the regulations, or would like additional information leaflets, please 

contact us at the address given. 

PLEASE NOTE that only the Courts can interpret statutory legislation with authority and this leaflet is subject to revision or amendment without 
notice. (Ref: TOBLAP 1.1 – January 2012) 
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