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Area Covered by the 
Study
Relevant considerations:
• Other planning 

documents, such as the 
Local Plan.

• Electoral ward 
boundaries.

12

Physical

RELEVANT WARDS
 
WARDS CONTAINED 
WITHIN CAMBERWELL 
VISION AREA:
• Camberwell Green

• St Giles

• Champion Hill

PLANNING CONTEXT

Camberwell Green
(Southwark)

Camberwell
Town Centre

Burgess Park

Loughborough 
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Walworth Road

Oval

Peckham
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(Lambeth)
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ADJACENT WARDS 
(SOUTHWARK):
• Newington

• Faraday

• Peckham

• Rye Lane

ADJACENT WARDS 
(LAMBETH):
• Myatts Fields

• Herne Hill & Loughborough 
Junction

KEY

Camberwell 
(AV.05) Peckham

Old Kent Road

RotherhitheBermondsey

London 
Bridge

Bankside 
& the 

BoroughBlackfriars

East Dulwich

AylesburyWalworth

Elephant & 
Castle

Dulwich

Herne Hill & 
North Dulwich

Nunhead



Our Previous Approach to Area Character Studies- 16 May 2023 - southwark.gov.uk - Page 4

 
 

Southwark Nature Action Plan 2020 
Protecting Biodiversity and Making Nature Accessible for 

All 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Southwark Open Space Strategy

January 2013 www.southwark.gov.uk

 

 

Movement Plan 
Setting a direction for transport 
April 2019  

 

 
 

Existing Information
We review existing 
information on the area:
PHYSICAL
• Planning Context
• Topography & Views
• Geology
• History & Heritage
• Building types, Density & 

Height
• Open Space, Greenery & 

Ecology
• Access & Movement
• Air & Noise Pollution
• Flooding
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Burgess Park

Myatt’s 
Fields Park

Ruskin Park

Camberwell 
Green

(OS100)

Brunswick
Park

(OS101)

Benhill 
Rd Nature 

Garden
(OS97)

Caspian St. 
Allotments

(OS213)

Havil St. 
Open Space

(OS222)

Lucas 
Gardens
(OS 105)St. Giles’ 

Churchyard
(OS104)

Grove Park and East Dulwich Railway 
cuttings and embankments (OS 110)

Physical

35

KEY

Grove Park and East Dulwich Railway 
cuttings and embankments (OS 110)

• There are no large public 
parks within the Camberwell 
Vision Area, but 3 close to 
the boundary.

• Most of central and north 
Camberwell is within 280m 
of a park. The areas outside 
this catchment include 
south of Camberwell Grove, 
east of Sceaux Gardens, 
the Crawford estate and 
the Wyndham & Comber 
estates.

• Except for Camberwell 
Green, the public parks and 
gardens in Camberwell have 
low levels of permeability. 
They are often closed off on 
2 or more sides.

• North Camberwell has a 
good network of small, 
medium and large green 
spaces.

OPEN SPACE, GREENERY 
& ECOLOGY

Warwick Garden (OS111)

Information Source: Southwark Open 
Space Strategy, 2013

Below: Brunswick Park

Physical



Our Previous Approach to Area Character Studies- 16 May 2023 - southwark.gov.uk - Page 6

Southwark ‘healthy 
basket’ study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigating access to healthy, affordable and 

appropriate food in Southwark 

Author: Sophie Reid 

Date: May 2020 

 

  

The English Indices of Deprivation 
2019 (IoD2019) 

Income
(22.5%) 

Measures the 
proportion of the 

population experiencing 
deprivation relating to 

low income 

Employment
(22.5%) 

Measures the proportion 
of the working age 

population in an area 
involuntarily excluded 

from the labour market

Education
(13.5%) 

Measures the lack of 
attainment and skills in 

the local population

Health
(13.5%) 

Measures the risk of 
premature death and the 
impairment of quality of 

life through poor physical 
or mental health

Crime
(9.3%) 

Measures the risk of 
personal and material 
victimisation at local 

level

Barriers to Housing 
& Services

(9.3%) 

Measures the physical 
and financial 

accessibility of housing 
and local services

Living Environment
(9.3%) 

Measures the quality of 
both the ‘indoor’ and 

‘outdoor’ local 
environment

Income 
Deprivation 

Affecting 
Children 

Index 
(IDACI) 

measures 
the 

proportion of 
all children 

aged 0 to 15 
living in 
income 

deprived 
families

Income 
Deprivation 

Affecting 
Older People 

Index 
(IDAOPI) 

measures the 
proportion of 
those aged 

60+ who 
experience 

income 
deprivation

Supplementary Indices 

✓ comparing small areas across England 
✓ identifying the most deprived small areas
✓ exploring the domains (or types) of deprivation 
✓ comparing larger administrative areas e.g. local 

authorities 
✓ looking at changes in relative deprivation 

between iterations (i.e. changes in ranks)

quantifying how deprived a small area is
identifying deprived people 
saying how affluent a place is
comparing with small areas in other UK 
countries 
measuring absolute change in deprivation over 
time

How can the IoD2019 be used?

1st

most 
deprived 

area

32,844th

least 
deprived 

area
There are 32,844 small areas (Lower-layer Super Output 
Areas) in England, with an average population of 1,500

The Indices relatively rank each small area in England from most deprived to least deprived 

There are 7 domains of deprivation, which combine to create the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD2019): 

More guidance available online

Existing Information
We review existing 
information on the area:
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC
• Demographics
• Social Equity
• Health & Wellbeing
• Social Development
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
Social & Economic

FOOD INSECURITY

23.50%
25.80%

21%

17.50%

Adults Children

Food Insecurity

Southwark London

The Food Standard Agency defines food insecurity 
as follows:

“Limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally 
adequate and safe foods or limited or uncertain 
ability to acquire acceptable food in socially 
acceptable ways”1 

A 2019 GLA study found that the adult population 
in Southwark had higher household food insecurity 
than the London average. The food insecurity for 
children was even higher2. 

1 Food Standards Agency – Low Income Diet and 
Nutrition Survey (2007)
2 Food Security In London, City Intelligence – Greater London 
Authority – June 2019 

A survey by GLA found that food insecurity was made worse by existing inequalities. Lower average levels of 
food security were found across disadvantaged groups including: black respondents; those in social-rented 
tenancies; those reporting being ‘often lonely’; those with dependent children; those who are unemployed 
or long-term sick/disabled; those on low incomes and those with burdensome debt.3 

A healthy basket study was commissioned by Southwark in 2020. This investigated access to healthy, 
affordable and appropriate food across the borough. A ‘healthy basket’ was developed following a community 
engagement event on 23rd January 2020 at Bells Gardens Community Centre, Peckham. The study found 
that the availability of the healthy basket was low across the borough. It was typically far more available 
in areas that had access to a supermarket. All supermarkets in the study sold over 75% of the basket, in 
contrast to only 11% of convenience stores.4

3 Greater London Authority 2019. Survey of Londoners
4 Reid, S. (2020) ‘Southwark ‘healthy basket’ study’

THE ‘HEALTHY BASKET’

Reid, S. (2020) ‘Southwark ‘healthy basket’ study’

Food Insecurity In London, City Intelligence – Greater London 
Authority – June 2019

59

KEYFOOD ACCESS MAP
A food access map was 
created looking at supermarket 
catchment areas and other food 
stores and street markets. Areas 
of multiple deprivation are also 
overlaid. This is to show how 
the food access is exacerbated 
by existing inequality and 
deprivation.

Central Camberwell had a good 
level of food access, but there is 
a corridor of poor food access 
that runs across the east of the 
Camberwell Area. There are 
further pockets in the north-west, 
south-west and south-east.

HEALTH & WELLBEING
Social & Economic

Adapted from ‘Food Access Map of Southwark - Reid, S. (2020) ‘Southwark ‘healthy basket’ study’

Existing Information
We review existing 
information on the area:
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC
• Demographics
• Social Equity
• Health & Wellbeing
• Social Development
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Researchers:  Carrie Domendziak-Forth, Jessica Gatta, Tony McKenzie, 
Olimpia Mosteanu, Jonah Rudlin, Christina Bayram, Luis Tsukayama-
Cisneros and Jessica Cargill Thompson. Design: Lavanya Kumaran. 

Notes: Names have been changed to ensure anonymity. Quotes used have 
been edited for clarity and were not always verbatim. Researchers were not able 
to audiorecord the walking interviews because of the need for social distancing, 
and instead relied on written notes taken during the walks. 

Many thanks to all the people who gave up their time to walk with us.

These walking stories bring together the voices of 33 
residents of Camberwell, Dulwich, Elephant & Castle, Old 
Kent Road, Peckham and Walworth. 

They draw on walking interviews carried out by the Social 
Life team in Summer 2020 and Summer 2021. 

As we walked with residents, we learnt about their 
perceptions of local areas. We talked as we walked around 
local parks, community gardens, playgrounds, cafes and 
pubs. We explored how people living in these six areas felt 
about their neighbourhoods, local change and the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on their daily lives. 

The photographs that go with these narratives were taken 
during our walks and capture places that were important to 
the people we interviewed. These stories offer a detailed and 
layered snapshot of residents’ lived experiences. 

The walking conversations were part of a year-long research 
project commissioned by Southwark Council that started in 
April 2020 and concluded in Summer 2021. More about this 
research is on our website, www.social-life.co

December 2021. 

Southwark stories

Understanding Southwark
Young people’s perspectives

October 2021

Camberwell Social 
Regeneration 
Charter 
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
 
12 February 2020 

Understanding 
Southwark’s 

Food Experience

Southwark 2019

Food Systems & Public Life
Insight report

Existing Information
We review existing 
information on the area:
EXPERIENCE
• Local Identity
• Safety & Sociability
• Young People’s 

Experience
• Covid-19 Impact
• Community Priorities & 

Goals

1

A TRAVEL GUIDE 
to CAMBERWELL

2020 LIMITED EDITION
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Experience

LOCAL IDENTITY

PHYSICAL IDENTITY

Camberwell’s physical identity reflects it’s diverse 
and varied history. The map below has been 
produced as part of the Camberwell Identity 
campaign.

GREEN SPACES
The importance of the green spaces in Camberwell 
is shown clearly. There are a variety of parks and 
green spaces, each with their own character, from 
the expansive Burgess Park to the secluded St. 
Giles churchyard.

TOWN CENTRE
Camberwell’s historic urban layout is important 
to it’s physical identity, with a clearly distinct town 
centre. Commercial, leisure and community uses 
centred are around a communal green located at 
the heart of the area.

Above: Camberwell Map, produced by the Camberwell Identity Group

ARCHITECTURE
A variety of buildings of different architectural styles 
have been highlighted. These are highly varied, 
from the ornate Victorian building of the South 
London Gallery and Camberwell Leisure Centre, 
to the post-war modern Theatre Peckham and 
Camberwell College of Arts extension, to the recent 
contemporary additions of the Camberwell Library 
and the Ortus Conference and events centre. 

This reflects this eclectic and varied mix of 
architecture that can be found throughout 
Camberwell.

69

Experience

LOCAL IDENTITY
Existing Information
We review existing 
information on the area:
EXPERIENCE
• Local Identity
• Safety & Sociability
• Young People’s 

Experience
• Covid-19 Impact
• Community Priorities & 

Goals
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TOWN-CENTRE / HIGH STREET

SPECIALIST-USE

RESIDENTIAL

The area overview analysis has been used to divide Camberwell into 
distinct character areas:

CHARACTER AREAS

7: Burgess Business Park

8: Grosvenor Park

17: County Grove

10: Elmington West

12: St. Georges

14: Brunswick Park

16: Southampton & Sceaux

24: Grove Park

18: Crawford West

21: Grove

23: Lettsom

6: Maudsley

9: Wyndham & Comber

20: Love Walk

11: Elmington East

13: D’Eynsford

15: St. Giles & Havil

19: Crawford East

22: Graces

25: Warwick Garden Terraces

5: Peckham Road

4: Camberwell New Road3: Station Road

1: Camberwell Town Centre 2: Camberwell Road

Character Areas
We identified 25 distinct 
neighbourhood areas with a 
consistent character.
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Camberwell Area Character Study
Consultation

11th October 2022 - 18th January 2023
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Consultation: 
Events
• Pop-up events.
• Attending local 

community group and 
TRA meetings.

• Surveying.
• Interactive maps.
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Consultation: 
Website
• Allow people to respond 

online.
• Matched the in-person 

consultation (surveys and 
interactive maps).

• Allowed everyone to 
see the anonymised 
responses.

camberwellareastudy.commonplace.is/
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1628
Contributions

550
Area Surveys

584
Area Agreements

174
In Person

142
Map Comments

352
Map Agreements

372
Commonplace

4
Email/Letter

461
Respondents

Consultation Responses
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Character Area 
Summaries
Consultation used to create 
detailed summary for each 
character area.

8786

TOWN-CENTRE / HIGH STREET

SPECIALIST-USE

RESIDENTIAL

The area overview analysis has been used to divide Camberwell into 
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AREA PROFILE

The St. George’s area has retained its traditional 
street pattern. It mostly consists of terraced homes 
from the late-Victorian or Edwardian period. There 
are some more recent additions and larger flat 
buildings around the periphery.

The area benefits from being near to Burgess Park. 
This partly compensates for the lack of other green 
spaces.

There are several buildings located throughout 
the area of heritage significance. This includes 
the former church and vicarage and some well 
preserved early-Victorian buildings.

ST. GEORGE’S

CHARACTER AREA 12

NatureNature

DOMINANT 
BUILDING AGES:

DOMINANT 
BUILDING TYPE:

DENSITY:

CONSERVATION 
AREA INCLUDED:

AVERAGE NO. OF 
STOREYS:

LISTED BUILDINGS:Pre-War
Low

AIR QUALITY:INCOME 
DEPRIVATION:

EMPLOYMENT 
DEPRIVATION:

CRIME LEVEL:

SOUNDS:

FoodHuman

SMELLS:

Poor

HEALTHY FOOD 
ACCESS:

Medium

HEALTH 
DEPRIVATION:

Low

Medium Low
Medium

2

12

QUALITY OF 
PUBLIC REALM:

ACCESS TO 
PUBLIC PARKS:

MediumMedium

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
ACCESSIBILITY:

ACTIVE TRAVEL 
SCORE:

High

None

2

Terraced housing

Terraced commercial 
with housing/offices

143143

KEY

Southampton Way (B217)

Peckham
 Grove

W
ells W

ay

St. George’s 
Church (former)

St. George’s 
Vicarage (former)

St. 
George’s 

Pub

St. George’s 
School

Church of 
St. George

Lynn AC 
Boxing 

Club

Character Area 
Summaries
These explore the area in 
more detail:
• Area description.
• Area profile (based on 

area overview analysis).
• Map of building uses.
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AREA ANALYSIS

URBAN & ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER:

HISTORY

Character Area 12 - St. George’s

1896-1899 (OS County series Epoch 2) 1949-1954 (OS County series Epoch 5)

The urban layout of the St. George’s area has 
changed little since the 19th century. Most of the 
road layouts have been created through gradual 
development of terraced homes in the Victorian era.

The most noticeable changes in the 20th century 
was the loss of the Surrey Canal to the north and 
the creation of Burgess Park. Around this time 
St.George’s school was built between Coleman and 
Tower Mill road. There was also the development of 
industrial buildings on Peckham Grove.

VICTORIAN 
TERRACED HOUSES

SMALL FRONT 
GARDENS

BAY WINDOWS

GROUND FLOOR 
RETAIL EXTENSIONS

WIDE PAVEMENTS

REGULAR BRICK 
FRONTAGES

PARALLEL PARKING

GABLE ROOFS

Character Area 12 - St. George’s

OPEN SPACE

NOTABLE BUILDINGS
ST. GEORGE’S 
CHURCH (FORMER)
Grade-II church designed 
by Francis Bedford and 
built in 1824. Half of the 
church was destroyed in a 
fire in 1980. The rest was 
converted to residential.

LYNN AC BOXING 
CLUB 
Grade-II former public 
baths and wash house  
designed by Maurice 
Adams and built in 1902. 
Later a public library, 
sports club and offices.

ST. GEORGE’S 
VICARAGE (FORMER)
Grade-II vicarage building 
built in 1820 and extended 
in 1840 and 1860. A large 
stone urn in the garden 
was previously the font of 
St George’s Church.

ARTWORK

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCHYARD
The churchyard is partially incorporated into Burgess 
Park. The church was converted to residential use. 
When this happened a small area around the church 
was retained for residential parking and private 
amenity use.

CAMBERWELL BEAUTY MURAL
The mural depicts the Camberwell Beauty 
butterfly. It was originally located on the Samuel 
Jones paper factory on Southampton Way. When 
the factory was demolished in 1982, the mural 
was moved to the library, baths and wash-house 
to the north of St. George’s Church.

Character Area 
Summaries
These explore the area in 
more detail:
• History of character area.
• Urban & architectural 

character.
• Open space, artwork & 

notable buildings.
• Town centre/high street 

analysis (where relevant).
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YOU SAID
Responses gathered during Camberwell community consultation, 11th October 2022 - 18th January 2023

YOU SAID
Responses gathered during Camberwell community consultation, 11th October 2022 - 18th January 2023

NEXT STEPS

“There is a significant opportunity for improving 
cycle routes and developing routes around 
Burgess Park, including along Parkhouse St.”

- Local Resident

“We need new shops, bakeries, coffee shops, 
supermarkets. A lot of the shops look dodgy 
and despite living next door my friends and I 
do not dare set a foot in them. Such a waste 
of place. Instead of travelling much further 
we could use shops on Southampton Way if 
they were clean, welcoming and aimed at the 
population now living in the area.”

- Local Resident

CONTEXT
• The proximity to Burgess Park is a very positive feature for the area.

• The area is close to Camberwell town centre.

IDENTITY
• The area is friendly, with a quiet ‘village’ feel. 70% of respondents agreed that they

knew their neighbours.

BUILT FORM
• 73% of respondents ‘strongly like’ or ‘like on the whole’ the buildings in the area, with

the low-rise character of the housing particularly praised.

MOVEMENT
• Some respondents mentioned that it was easy to travel to and from the area due to

the frequent buses on Walworth Road, but only 30% respondents in total agreed that
the area was easy to get to by public transport

• 50% of respondents agreed that traffic was a problem in the area. This is especially
a problem during peak hours and along main routes, such as Southampton Way and
Wells Way.

• Some respondents felt that the overall amount of street parking should be reduced.

• Stronger enforcement of illegal parking is required.

• There is an opportunity for improving the cycle infrastructure in the area, and it would
benefit from more bike lanes.

NATURE
• 80% of respondents agreed that it was easy to access green space in the area, with

Burgess Park in such close proximity.

• Burgess Park is seen as very positive asset for the area, but there are some concerns
about levels of safety within the park.

PUBLIC SPACES
• Only 10% of respondents agreed that the area was kept sufficiently clean and tidy.

• Pavements in the area are too narrow.

• 70% of respondents agreed that they felt safe in the area. No respondents reported
feeling unsafe in the area.

USES
• The local shopping opportunities are poor and only 30% of respondents agreed that

they could buy most things they need day-to-day locally and despite the high number
of respondents who know their neighbours, only 10% of respondents spend time with
friends and family locally. Many residents feel that the shops in the area do not serve
the needs of local people.

HOMES AND BUILDINGS
• The former Camberwell library, bath-house and wash-house that is now home to Lynn

AC Boxing Club is a valued local heritage asset.

• The St. George’s Church Tower serves as a local landmark for the area.

RESOURCES
• There is not enough for young people to do in the area.

LIFESPAN
• Some respondents feel there is insufficient protection for heritage buildings.

• There are concerns about the impact proposed high-density schemes nearby might
have on the area.

Character Area 12 - St. George’s Character Area 12 - St. George’s Character Area 
Summaries
Includes a summary of the 
responses for that area, 
grouped according to the 
categories from the National 
Design Guide.
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Next Steps

The Area Character Study will then form part of the evidence base that will inform the 
following decisions:
• Future planning policies
• Town centre strategy
• Supplementary planning documents
• Development management
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Next Study: 
Peckham
Proposed area: 
Peckham and Rye Lane 
wards / AV.14 Peckham, 
Southwark Plan 2022

Camberwell

Old Kent Road

RotherhitheBermondsey

London Bridge

Bankside & 
the Borough

Blackfriars

East Dulwich

AylesburyWalworth

Elephant & 
Castle

Dulwich

Herne Hill & 
North Dulwich

Nunhead
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Individual Exercise (5 minutes)
Think of your favourite area / place in Peckham. 

What is about that area / place that you like?
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Group Exercise (10 minutes) - 4-5 People
Share the areas / places you chose.

Identify common and contrasting features.
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Groups Sharing Findings
(15 minutes)
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Final Observations / Questions
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	34Burgess ParkMyatt’s Fields ParkRuskin ParkCamberwell Green(OS100)BrunswickPark(OS101)Benhill Rd Nature Garden(OS97)Caspian St. Allotments(OS213)Havil St. Open Space(OS222)Lucas Gardens(OS 105)St. Giles’ Churchyard(OS104)Grove Park and East Dulwich Railway cuttings and embankments (OS 110)Physical
	35KEYGrove Park and East Dulwich Railway cuttings and embankments (OS 110)• There are no large public parks within the Camberwell Vision Area, but 3 close to the boundary.• Most of central and north Camberwell is within 280m of a park. The areas outside this catchment include south of Camberwell Grove, east of Sceaux Gardens, the Crawford estate and the Wyndham & Comber estates.• Except for Camberwell Green, the public parks and gardens in Camberwell have low levels of permeability. They are often closed of
	Southwark ‘healthy basket’ study       Investigating access to healthy, affordable and appropriate food in Southwark Author: Sophie Reid Date: May 2020    
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	58HEALTH & WELLBEINGSocial & EconomicFOOD INSECURITY23.50%25.80%21%17.50%AdultsChildrenFood InsecuritySouthwarkLondonThe Food Standard Agency defines food insecurity as follows:“Limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods or limited or uncertain ability to acquire acceptable food in socially acceptable ways”1 A 2019 GLA study found that the adult population in Southwark had higher household food insecurity than the London average. The food insecurity for children was even high
	59KEYFOOD ACCESS MAPA food access map was created looking at supermarket catchment areas and other food stores and street markets. Areas of multiple deprivation are also overlaid. This is to show how the food access is exacerbated by existing inequality and deprivation.Central Camberwell had a good level of food access, but there is a corridor of poor food access that runs across the east of the Camberwell Area. There are further pockets in the north-west, south-west and south-east.HEALTH & WELLBEINGSocial 
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	Researchers:  Carrie Domendziak-Forth, Jessica Gatta, Tony McKenzie, Olimpia Mosteanu, Jonah Rudlin, Christina Bayram, Luis Tsukayama-Cisneros and Jessica Cargill Thompson. Design: Lavanya Kumaran. Notes: Names have been changed to ensure anonymity. Quotes used have been edited for clarity and were not always verbatim. Researchers were not able to audiorecord the walking interviews because of the need for social distancing, and instead relied on written notes taken during the walks. Many thanks to all the p
	Understanding SouthwarkYoung people’s perspectivesOctober 2021
	Camberwell Social Regeneration Charter  Stakeholder Meeting  12 February 2020 
	Understanding Southwark’s Food ExperienceSouthwark 2019Food Systems & Public LifeInsight report
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	68ExperienceLOCAL IDENTITYPHYSICAL IDENTITYCamberwell’s physical identity reflects it’s diverse and varied history. The map below has been produced as part of the Camberwell Identity campaign.GREEN SPACESThe importance of the green spaces in Camberwell is shown clearly. There are a variety of parks and green spaces, each with their own character, from the expansive Burgess Park to the secluded St. Giles churchyard.TOWN CENTRECamberwell’s historic urban layout is important to it’s physical identity, with a c
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	We identified 25 distinct neighbourhood areas with a consistent character.
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	Includes a summary of the responses for that area, grouped according to the categories from the National Design Guide.
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