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Introduction 
 

This Statement of Common Ground (SCG) addresses the strategic matters specific to Southwark, its 
neighbouring boroughs, and other strategic partner organisations. 

This SCG has been prepared by Southwark Council in agreement with the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich. 

The purpose of the SCG is to document the cross-boundary matters being addressed and progress in 
cooperating to address them.  

This SCG ensures that the requirements set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
have been met. The NPPF states, “Local planning authorities and county councils (in two-tier areas) 
are under a duty to cooperate with each other, and with other prescribed bodies, on strategic 
matters that cross administrative boundaries.” 

Southwark Council engages with other boroughs and the City of London through regular meetings 
either between officers or elected members with formalised governance arrangements such as the 
London Councils Leaders’ Committee, Association of London Borough Planning Officers, the Cross 
River Partnership, and the South East London Duty to Cooperate Group. We also maintain 
correspondence between planning departments on a variety of issues and projects and organise 
additional meetings on strategic planning matters when needed. 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Locations of Southwark and Greenwich within Greater London. 
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Strategic Geography 
 

London Borough of Southwark 

Southwark is a densely populated and diverse inner London borough set over almost 30km of land to 

the south of the River Thames. Home to over 314,000 people, the borough is a patchwork of 

communities set over 23 wards; from leafy Dulwich, to bustling Peckham and Camberwell, and the 

rapidly changing Rotherhithe peninsula. Whilst the northern part of the borough already enjoys 

excellent transport links to the rest of London, the south is due to benefit from the extension of the 

Bakerloo Line, which will open up areas including the Old Kent Road to new growth. 

The New Southwark Plan (NSP) is due to be adopted in November 2020 and sets out the council’s 

ambitious plans for the borough. We have pledged to deliver 2,355 new homes every year, of which 

a minimum of 35% will be affordable, and to provide 11,000 new council homes by 2043. We are 

working hard to develop business, with an aim of creating 47,000 new office jobs over the next 20 

years and with 27.6 hectares of land designated as Strategic Preferred Industrial Locations. In line 

with recommendations by the Mayor of London, we have also ensured that the environment will 

remain protected, having put in place actions that will bring about Net Zero Carbon on all major new 

residential developments and preventing any Metropolitan or Borough open land being lost to 

development. 

Southwark benefits from four Opportunity Areas (OA) which have significant capacity for 
development, growth, and potentially improved public transport access and are essential in 
delivering Southwark’s housing strategy. These are: 

 Canada Water; 

 Elephant and Castle; 

 London Bridge, Borough and Bankside; and  

 Old Kent Road. 

Southwark also benefits from three Area Action Plans (AAP). These are the: 

 Canada Water AAP 

 Peckham and Nunhead AAP; and  

 Aylesbury AAP. 

An AAP for Old Kent Road is also due to be submitted in early 2020. Together the AAPs are planned 
to account for an additional 11,400 new homes and 32,000 jobs in the borough.  
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Figure 1: Locations of Action Areas, Opportunity Areas, the Thames Policy Area, and the Central Activities Zone 
within Southwark. 
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Royal Borough of Greenwich 

Southwark and Greenwich do not share a border, but are both hosts to the South East London Green 
Chain, are within the Thames Policy area, and  are both members of the Southeast London Joint 
Waste Planning Group to manage waste apportionment. The proposed Tower Bridge to Greenwich 
Cycle Superhighway 4 will run from Southwark through Lewisham and into Greenwich, building on 
the existing cycle network and promoting a form of active travel for commuters and visitors.  
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Strategic Matters 
 

Transport 

Transport by its very nature is a cross-border strategic issue which must be collaboratively 
planned for to ensure systems operate effectively and efficiently and passengers and 
pedestrians are able to quickly and pleasantly move between areas. Increasing active travel 
is one of the priorities of the New Southwark Plan, for the public health benefits it can bring.  

Active Travel  

Under the London Plan, Development proposals and Development Plans should deliver patterns of 

land use that facilitate residents making shorter, regular trips by walking or cycling.  In Opportunity 

Areas and other growth areas, new and improved walking, cycling and public transport networks 

should be planned at an early stage, with delivery phased appropriately to support mode shift 

towards active and public transport travel. The Healthy Streets Approach aims to bring 

about positive changes to the character and use of the city’s streets. 

The New Southwark Plan has a renewed focus on active travel and prioritisation for pedestrians and 

cyclists above motor-based travel as part of ambitions to make the city healthier and greener. 

Southwark has also published a new Movement Plan (2019) alongside their draft local plan 

consultation which sets out ambitious targets to make Southwark more pedestrian and cyclist 

friendly. The proposed Tower Bridge to Greenwich Cycle Superhighway 4 will run from Southwark 

through Lewisham and into Greenwich. 

Agreements: 

 Southwark and Greenwich agree to support the construction of the Cycle Superhighway 4 
and to promote active forms of travel. 

 

 

Environmental Issues 

Planning for environment issues at a strategic level is a necessity – open space is enjoyed by 
people across borders and energy supply is not a local issue. Perhaps the two greatest 
environmental issues facing Southwark over the next twenty years are air quality and waste 
management. Southwark acknowledges that not all of its apportionment is met on site in 
the borough, though a large proportion is combusted in the Integrated Waste Management 
Facility on the Old Kent Road. For this reason, Southwark is involved in the Joint South-east 
London Waste Partnership with London boroughs of Bromley, Bexley, Greenwich, Lewisham 
and the City of London Corporation where jointly we are able to meet apportionment 
targets, while maintaining safeguarded waste management sites. Air pollution is not 
contained by borough boundaries and must be tackled at a pan-London level to have real 
effect. 
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Green infrastructure 

The ‘All London Green Grid partnership’ is recognised by DEFRA as the Local Nature Partnership for 

London. The partnership does not yet have a governance structure that allows it to respond on 

matters of local plan consultations. Policies to protect and restore the natural environment in the 

NSP are in general conformity with the London Plan. We have engaged with the London Wildlife 

Trust and local wildlife groups through the Southwark Biodiversity Partnership throughout the 

preparation of the NSP.  

The South East London Green Chain is a linked system of some 300 open spaces, in the London 

boroughs of Greenwich, Bromley, Bexley, Lewisham and Southwark. There are a variety of different 

open spaces in the Green Chain including parks; ancient woodlands; allotments and school playing 

fields. The network has been expanded to include a number of spaces within the south of the 

borough, including Dulwich Park, Sydenham Hill and Dulwich Woods and Nunhead Cemetery. 

Southwark officers attend the Green Chain Working Party to work with neighbouring boroughs on 

protecting and improving the Green Chain. There is potential for these links to be extended to other 

spaces in the borough.  

Agreements: 

 Southwark and Greenwich agree to work together to support the protection of the Green 
Chain. 

 

 

Waste 

Matters relating to waste will be agreed in a separate South East London Waste Planning Group SCG. 

 

Community Facilities 

Health 

NHS Southwark Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is a key partner, working with Southwark to 

ensure that development improves health services and health outcomes for Southwark’s residents. 

Under the Health and Social Care Act (2012) Health and Wellbeing Boards were set up to improve 

integration between practitioners in local health care, social care, public health and related public 

services. The board includes the CCG and is responsible for producing: 

 Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) providing local policy-makers and commissioners 

with a profile of the health and wellbeing needs of the local population 

 Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy, based on the priority areas identified in JSNAs. 

The council have worked with the CCG to align the NSP, OKR AAP/OAPF and an estates strategy for 

local health facilities.  Together they will ensure that the need for new healthcare floorspace and the 

transformation of services are achieved. 
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The NSP also contains effective policies to ensure that all development in the borough contributes to 

improved health and wellbeing. We have prepared joint evidence with Lambeth council to 

understand the impact of the built environment on residents’ health in local regeneration areas. 

Research was commissioned to understand the effect of the built environment on social isolation, 

obesity and access to health services and to explore the opportunities to improve health through 

development. This has informed policy along with other joint working between planning and public 

health departments. 

Our Healthier South East London programme (OHSEL) is a proposal devised by the six CCGs covering 

the London Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich, Lambeth, Lewisham and Southwark. OHSEL is 

the body responsible for the delivering the Sustainability & Transformation Plans (STPs) for the six 

boroughs.   

Agreements: 

 Greenwich and Southwark agree to continued cooperation under the OHSEL programme. 
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Governance Arrangements 
 

Timetable for agreement, review and update 

This statement has been informed by on-going engagement between Southwark and Greenwich. 

This Statement of Common Ground will be a live document and will be reviewed on a regular basis, 

informed by continued communication between the parties through one to one meetings, group 

meetings (such as Association of London Borough Planning Officers), consultation events at key plan 

making stages, and electronic communication. 

Local Plan review timeline 

Local 
authority 

Present plan 
adoption 

Proposed plan 
review date 

Target Reg 18 
date 

Target Reg 19 
date 

Target 
submission 
date 

Southwark 2011 2020 - - December 
2019 

Greenwich 2014 - Winter 2020  Winter 2021 Spring 2022 

Table 1:Local Plan status for Southwark and Greenwich. 

The London Plan Inspector’s report has been published, and the plan is expected to be adopted in 

2020. 

Preparation of this SCG 

This is the first SCG to be prepared to support a local plan in Southwark. The timeline of its creation 

is set out below: 

 First draft prepared in September 2019 by Southwark Council. 

 Draft shared with neighbouring authorities for comment during late September and early 

October 2019. 

 Sign off process instigated in November 2019. 

 Submitted as part of the New Southwark Plan in December 2019. 

 

Sign-off Process 

Those responsible for the management and sign off of this document are: 

Organisation Officer lead Senior or political 
approval of the SOCG 

Sign off 

London Borough of 
Southwark 

Planning Policy 
Manager 

Director of Planning Simon Bevan 

Royal Borough of 
Greenwich 

Planning Policy 
Manager 

AD Planning and Building 
Control 

Georgia 
Geoghegan 
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Signatories 
 

We agree that this statement is an accurate representation of matters discussed and issues agreed 
upon. 

It is agreed that these discussions will inform both the New Southwark Plan and other Local Plans 
and all authorities will continue to work together collaboratively in order to meet the duty to 
cooperate. 

 

Signed: _______________________ 
 
Name: Georgia Geoghegan 
Position: AD Planning and Building Control 
 
Royal Borough of Greenwich 
 
 

 

Signed: _______________________ 
 
Name: Simon Bevan 
Position: Director of Planning 
 
London Borough of Southwark 
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Appendix 1 
Schedule of meetings between Southwark and Greenwich. 

Organisation Dates 

South East London Boroughs Duty to 
Cooperate Group 
Lewisham, Bexley, Greenwich, 
Southwark and Bromley 

2013 – 5 March, 7 August, 9 September, 7 November  
2014 – 17 March, 27 March, 16 May, 7 July, 6 October, 23 October  
2015 – 5 May, 6 July, 7 October  
2016 – 20 January, 13 April, 13 July, 12 October  
2017 - 1 February, 3 May, 13 September, 6 December 
2018 – 21 February, 23 May, 26 September 
2019 – 30 January, 19 June, 16 October 

South East London Boroughs Duty to 
Cooperate Group plus Lambeth 

2013 – 22 January, 7 February 

Cross-River Partnership 
includes the central London boroughs 
along with business groups and other 
key stakeholders such as Network Rail, 
Groundwork London, London & 
Partners, Transport for London and the 
GLA. Its key focus is on economic 
growth, sustainable employment, 
carbon reduction and place-making. 

Twice yearly board meetings 

Association of London Borough 
Planning Officers 

2013 – 30 April, 25 June, 10 September  
2014 – 14 January, 4 March, 24 June, 9 September  
2015 – 3 February, 31 March, 19 May, 29 September, 24 November  
2016 – 21 January, 21 June, 27 July, 13 October  
2017 – 14 March, 22 March, 16 May, 7 September, 7 December  
2018 – 16 February, 1 May, 21 June, 18 September 
2019 – 12 March, 5 June, 25 July, 19 September 

London Councils 
London Councils represents London’s 32 
boroughs and the City of London. It is a 
cross-party organisation that works on 
behalf of all of its member authorities 
regardless of political persuasion. The 
strategic direction of London Councils is 
set by the Leaders’ Committee. Our 
Leaders’ Committee comprises the 
Leaders of all of London’s local 
authorities. There is also a cross-party 
Executive, which guides the 
organisation’s day-to-day work. The 
London Fire and Emergency Planning 
Authority and the Mayor’s Office for 
Policing and Crime are also in 
membership. 

2013 – 12 February, 12 March, 14 May, 11 June, 9 July, 8 October, 
12 November, 10 December 
2014 – 11 February, 11 March, 9 April, 15 July, 14 October,  9 
December 
2015 – 10 February, 24 March, 2 June, 14 July, 13 October, 8 
December 
2016 – 9 February, 22 March, 7 June, 12 July, 16 October, 6 
December 
2017 – 7 February, 21 March, 11 July, 10 October, 5 December 
 

Our Health South East London  
OHSEL is a proposal devised by the 6 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) 
covering the London Boroughs of 
Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich, Lambeth, 
Lewisham and Southwark.  

2016 – 1 February, 26 April, 17 May, 11 October 
2017 – 26 July, 13 December 
2018 – 12 March, 26 September 
2019 – 21 March, 22 July 
 

 


