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Brief to procure operator for town centre anchor site





Ground floor 3,311 sq ft

First floor 2,712 sq ft

Total 6,023 sq ft



Looking for a dynamic operatorLooking for a dynamic operatorLooking for a dynamic operatorLooking for a dynamic operator
• The council has recently acquired the former Thorowgoods furniture store at 223 

Southwark Park Road which is an anchor site in the heart of the town centre, forming a 
key gateway into the market place.

• The Blue is the town centre for Bermondsey, with a rich history located within the Blue 
Bermondsey Business Improvement District, see 
https://www.bluebermondsey.co.uk/down-the-blue/blue-history/

• The council and partners have secured £2m from the Mayor of London to invest in 
infrastructure to revitalize The Blue town centre, with a focus on improving the market 
place which lies adjacent to this building.

• In June 2019 a design team led by Hayatsu architects with Assemble were appointed as 
designers to transform the market and the wider town centre based on their “Made in 
Bermondsey” proposal with initial plans due to be consulted on in the Autumn of 2019 to 
read more about the plans visit https://www.bluebermondsey.co.uk/madeinbermondsey/

• This brief seeks to obtain an operator who can take a long lease of 223 Southwark Park 
Road, to create a vibrant destination unit at the heart of the town centre

• The existing use of the unit is for retail but alternative uses could be considered for the 
upper floor 

• There could be scope to include a roof terrace / extension - this would require planning 
consent and replacement of existing roof and formation of new access.



Our vision for the Blue Market in Our vision for the Blue Market in Our vision for the Blue Market in Our vision for the Blue Market in 2021202120212021

• The Blue is a historic market place and high street in the heart of 
Bermondsey, one stop on the Jubilee line from London Bridge, 
walking distance from the Thames, and at a strategic hub 
between the Old Kent Road, Canada Water and Bermondsey Spa 
regeneration areas. 

• Close by, the Blue stands to benefit from the significant footfall 
and investment into the Spa Terminus, Biscuit Factory and Low 
Line projects. 

• This community-led regeneration strategy seeks to build upon 
The Blue’s identity as the Larder of London, where legendary 
brands such as Peek Freans biscuits and Pearce and Duffs custard 
have now made way for a range 21st century food production 
businesses, with a thriving and authentic local market hosting the 
cream of new makers, regular music festivals and films, and a 
fabulous social scene.





Initial sketch of £2m investment plan for the town centre

By Hayatsu and Assemble architects



What we are looking forWhat we are looking forWhat we are looking forWhat we are looking for

• We are looking to find an experienced operator with a 
track record of running successful and sustainable 
commercial operations

• We are interested in a proposal which could bring as 
much new footfall as possible to the town centre

• We are interested in ideas which can provide additional 
social value 

• We are keen to find uses which complement and build 
on the existing high street offer



ParticularsParticularsParticularsParticulars

• Walking distance from Bermondsey Tube and South 
Bermondsey station

• 10 year lease offered

• Rateable value £46,500 per annum

• The unit has been valued at £75,000 rent per annum but all 
offers would be welcome – the key is a use which brings the 
most footfall to the town centre

• Rent free period will be considered in lieu of fit out works 

• Whilst no public funding is currently available for fit out 
works, the £2m of investment into the town centre 
infrastructure will directly benefit the unit and there could 
be scope for some assistance with graphics and shop front 
work.







Next stepsNext stepsNext stepsNext steps

• To help give operators the best possible briefing we are 
arranging tours with a briefing on the building and the 
regeneration plans for the area

• Tours will be held on Tuesday 10th September @ 1100, 
Wednesday 18th September @ 0900, or Thursday 26th

September @ 1600 

• To book on to a tour, find out more or make an offer on the 
building please contact Dan Taylor in the regeneration team 
at dan.taylor@southwark.gov.uk or 02075255450

• The council is looking to appoint an operator in the Autumn 
of 2019

• For more info please visit 
https://www.bluebermondsey.co.uk/madeinbermondsey


