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8.1 Growth of the park over time
	 The large scale of the park and the limited 
funding that is immediately available for it dictates that the 
implementation of the masterplan will take time. It will 
likely be more than a decade before the masterplan is fully 
realised. The park will therefore have to be delivered in 
phases, capitalising on the availability of funds.
	 It is critical to note that phased growth does 
not mean that implementation and detailed planning 
should happen in an ad-hoc or piecemeal fashion. Quite 
the opposite. To guarantee the long-term success of Burgess 
Park, it is crucial that early stages of development are 
founded on clear design objectives while simultaneously 
building excitement for what is yet to come. This means 
that the most important thing is getting the basic 
framework of the park right at the outset.
	 The phasing diagrams on the opposite 
page illustrate an example of how the incremental 
implementation of the masterplan can be delivered as an 
when funding is secured.  This phased realisation can be 
acheived in a multitude of permutations, so the sequence 
we have proposed is intended to indicate priorities in 
terms of areas of the Park where capital projects should 
be concentrated for maximum gain. This flexible strategy 
will establish a strong spatial and organizational design 
framework for the park so that its development over time is 
assured.

8.2 phase One
	 The first phase is tremendously important in the 
life of the park and the masterplan.  The success of the first 
phase is twofold.  First, it must lay the framework on which 
the subsequent phases of the masterplan can be delivered.  
Secondly, it must improve the aesthetic qualities of the 
park experience, coupled with the need to mitigate climate 
change, increase biodiversity and ecological habitats and 
address sustainability as a park in the 21st century.  The 
structural moves include the following:

All inclusive footpaths, linking Old Kent Road the ��
canal walk; 
New entrance footpaths to the north and south of the ��
park;
Structural topographical changes at the events ��
lawn, around the bmx track, and minor topographic 
changes at the Old Kent Road entrance;
Structural avenue planting along the canal walk;��
175 metres of the historic canal;��
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A ‘day out’ play space with lawns for picnics, play ��
equipment for a wide range of age groups, and easy 
access to the facilities at Chumleigh Gardens.

	 In addition to the fundamental structural 
improvements to the park, there is this aesthetic quality, 
underpinned by biodiversity and ecological gains, as well as 
the need to establish a sustainable identity for Burgess Park 
as a 21st century urban green space.  These will include the 
following:

New legible and identifiable entrances at Camberwell ��
Road and Old Kent Road, which are welcoming, site 
specific, accessible and safe;
Species rich meadows, feature planting and improved ��
amenity grasses throughout the park to increase the 
visceral qualities of what is already a biodiverse park;
A community garden along St. George’s Way that ��
is underpinned by the historic layout of the former 
residential ‘back gardens’, with new gravel footpaths 
and seating; 
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Old Kent Road Entrance 

3000 m2 community 
growing area 

Existing Lake,
fountain and islands

Event lawn and 
landforms

5 metre ‘grand axis’ 
footpath

BMX and 
go-kart track

no. 23 cycle 
route

Camberwell entrance 
and plaza space

1500 m2 community 
growing areas

Structural tree planting

Adventure 
play

‘day out’ 
play area

Western events lawn

New Church Road 
entrance footpath

Sloped landform for sun 
bathing and picnics with 
planting

Existing tree copses, 
amenity grasses and 
habitat

175m of linear 
water feature, 
footpath and 
seating

Structural Tree 
Planting

St. George’s 
gardens and lawns, 
footpaths and 
seating

Community 
orchard with 
60 trees



PHASE 2 PLAN: Lake, wetlands and fountains PHASE 5 Plan: Wells way crossing, fill in underpass, highway improvements,
reduce width of carriageway,fountains on either side of wells way

PHASE 6 Plan: additional entrances, landform and gardens at surrey canal
walk, community growing areas and orchards, 2000 trees, raised crossings
to park roads, wildlife pond in the wild area.  Full interface with Green fingers.

PHASE 3 PLAN: Complete canal, sunken butterfly gardens, 
7m footpath the full length of the canal walk from 
camberwell road to trafalgar avenue, fountains at 
camberwell Road entrance

PHASE 4 PLAN:complete play area, cultural hub and 
bandstand at the library/bath house, new tree
planting

Completed masterplan: sports hub, including new rugy pitch, multi use games area,
sprinting track, and neate street redirected.  new cafe at camberwell road,
and facilities around the lake.
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Public consultation event at Chumleigh gardens
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