
23

	 The masterplan has been guided by a number of 
separate but related objectives which have been informed 
by the views expressed by stakeholders at the Bidders Day 
and subsequent consultation events. These objectives have 
been woven into the design of the masterplan. They are to 
create:

•	 A park with a strong identity;
•	 A coherent park with a clear spatial structure;
•	 A park that links with its surroundings including the 

new structure of the Aylesbury Estate;
•	 A better used and more biodiverse lake;
•	 A sports hub that acts as a destination;
•	 A play hub that acts as a destination;
•	 A park that feels safe;
•	 A park for the future that is rooted in its past and in its 

communities; and
•	 A robust and maintainable park.

5.1  A park with a strong identity
	 To make the leap from a local park to a 
Metropolitan Park, Burgess Park will need a stronger 
identity. This will be articulated in a number of ways: re-
worked entrances will make the park feel more welcoming 
whilst the kit-of-parts approach to the design of the new 
entrances and boundaries will create a coherent park edge; 
a sculptural approach to landform will make sense of the 
demolition material that is currently deposited around the 
site; and new plantings and habitats will form a distinctive 
patchwork landscape.

5.2  A coherent park with a clear spatial 
structure
	 The current park has been assembled in an ad 
hoc fashion and this is apparent in its layout. Key elements 
lack visual connectivity. For example, Chumleigh Gardens, 
which is at the heart of the park, is not visible from the lake, 
nor are the BMX, go-kart and adventure play visible from 
inside the park. 
	 The main entrances lack clear sight-lines whilst 
the canal-walk dips under Well Way through an underpass 
so that there is little visual connection between the east 
side of the park and the west, reinforcing the sense of two 
parks rather than one. Several routes relate to remnant 
roads rather than to logical park connections and in places 
gradients are too steep to be negotiated in a wheelchair. 
	 The objective is to establish clear accessible 
routes throughout the park and to unite the park and its 
various elements by making them visually connected. The 

masterplan will also feature a number of park circuits – for 
walking, jogging and cycling – meaning that the full extent 
of the park can be enjoyed.

5.3  A park for everyone
	 Burgess Park is envisioned to become a park for 
all those living in the London metropolitan area. It occupies 
a central location within south London and although there 
is no tube station close by there is a good bus service to 
Walworth Road, Old Kent Road, Albany Road and Wells 
Way. The proposed Cross River Transit project between 
Kings Cross and Peckham would further improve access to 
the park.
	 The scale of the park allows for such a wide range 
of uses and activities that nearly everyone – at every age 
and from every background – will be able to find something 
that interests and engages them. A huge range of amenities, 
paired with ample opportunities for active and passive 
recreation will make Burgess Park a place to be enjoyed by 
all. 
	 The masterplan will provide opportunities for: 
informal recreation - jogging, cycling, walking, picnicking, 
kite flying and sunbathing; sports - tennis, rugby, cricket, 
football, BMX and fitness training; play – for both children 
and adults; angling; boating; swimming or paddling; model 
boating; community gardening; food for free; large events; 
small events; markets; and education – pond-dipping, 
gardening and heritage interpretation. The increase in 
biodiversity and habitat variety will offer a unique series 
of  exciting spaces in the city; a chance to get up close and 
personal with nature.

5.4  A park that links with its surroundings 
including the new structure of the 	
Aylesbury Estate
	 The Aylesbury Area Action Plan anticipates 
a series of ‘green fingers’ that will extend into the new 
Aylesbury estate as an extension of the park northwards. 
The masterplan needs to create strong links not just with 
the Aylesbury Estate but with all the surrounding streets 
and communities. Burgess Park is one of two significant 
spaces in a green link connecting the South East London 
Green Chain at Nunhead and the Tate Urban Forest at 
Bankside and routes across it need to reflect this.

5.5  A better-used and more bio-diverse lake
	 The lake lining is believed to be nearing the end 
of its lifespan and the lake will have to be re-constructed 
at some point in the near future. The lake is currently 
used predominantly by anglers but the re-construction of 
it represents an opportunity to extend its use to a broader 
audience and at the same time making it more attractive to 
anglers by providing improved facilities, dedicated fishing 
spots separated from footpaths, and a storage facility with 
refreshement provisions. The re-construction of the lake 
will also allow an increase in its bio-diversity through 
softening its edges, establishing marginal vegetation and 
creating micro-habitats for aquatic invertebrates.
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a play hub that caters for all age groups

a sports hub with a range of sporting facilities and pitches

‘moments of conflict’ demonstrate the extend of damage caused by the v1 bomb remembering the historic road layout with artistic interpretions at key intersections of footpaths and historic roads.

5.6  A sports hub that acts as a destination
	 There is currently a good sports provision within 
the park but the objective is to enhance the existing offer 
so that it appeals to an even wider audience. The principle 
is to create a critical mass of sports facilities based around 
the existing football centre on Cobourg Road. The addition 
of a rugby pitch, a competition-standard BMX circuit, a 
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) and a sprinting track to 
the existing offer will enhance the potential of the football 
building to be extended to include a café space and other 
community facilities. In addition to the sports hub the 
masterplan will feature fitness circuits around the park 
with outdoor gyms and climbing walls.

5.7  A play hub that acts as a destination
	 The masterplan for the park needs to reflect 
a coherent strategy for play. The removal of the play 
equipment adjacent to Wells Way has left the park without 
a significant play area for older children. A small play area 
for smaller children has recently been provided adjacent to 
the café at Chumleigh Gardens. The principle is to create 
a hub for play close to Chumleigh Gardens where the café, 
toilet and park management facilities will support a large 
play area for all ages and incorporating adventure play 
which is currently in a peripheral park location. The play 
offer within the masterplan must also include embedded 
play, play circuits and smaller play areas for toddlers close 
to the communities that will use them.

5.8  A park that feels safe
	 A recurring theme from the consultation 
sessions has been the need to make the park feel safer and 
more welcoming. The masterplan will provide a clearer 
structure of paths throughout and will remove many of the 
obstructions that block views along routes ` into and out of 
the park. A key objective is to increase the number of people 
using the park and to extend the hours of its use - a park 
full of people will feel safer and more welcoming. Lighting 
is proposed to the entrance areas as an extension of the life 
on the street. Best practice suggests that lit routes through a 
park provide a false sense of security and are detrimental to 
nocturnal flora & fauna.

5.9  A park for the future that is rooted both 
in its past and in its communities
	 The masterplan will set the blueprint for a 21st 
century park but will also reflect the unique history of the 
site. The masterplan will draw out several different layers 
of the palimpsest: the canal; the site of various factories and 
wharves; the back gardens of the terraced housing that has 
been removed; and the places where the V1 bombs struck. 
The masterplan will also root the park into the community 
by creating a park for everyone.

5.10  A sustainable park
	 The masterplan will point to a future for the park 
that is more sustainable – environmentally, economically 
and socially. This will mean having a responsible attitude 
both to what already exists on the site and to what is 
proposed: the demolition material that underlies the park 
will be retained on site - none will be removed; sustainable 
urban drainage will ensure that rainwater is retained in 
the park rather than being fed directly into the stormwater 
drainage system; materials will be selected that have long 
lifespans and minimal maintenance demands, many 
of these reclaimed from the site; new buildings will be 
eco-rated with the potential for incorporating micro-
renewables; new plantings will respond to the prospect of a 
dry future and will avoid irrigation; and new habitats will 
be created throughout the park. 
	 A number of potential park businesses are 
proposed which would bring further income into the 
park, as well as increasing the number of visitors to it. 
These include the idea of using the Library on Wells Way 
as a wedding venue and café kiosks by the lake and by the 
tennis centre.
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above is an example of how the industrial past could be remembered at burgess park.  a whiting works factory 
sat within the site, and has been reinterpreted as a 47m long bench; the length of the factory.   
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