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Welcome from Terry Parkin 

 
 

I have just spent three days with our deputy headteachers and assistant heads looking at 
leadership issues. 42 schools were able to release staff for what has been an outstanding 
conference. Planned by the deputies themselves, speakers looked at topics such as emotions in 
leadership, assertiveness, leadership styles and conflict resolution as well as developing thinking 
around localities on a more parochial basis. 

 

What was clear is just how committed our next generation of senior leaders is, both to the pupils 
we teach, and Southwark itself. We need to recognise and build on this through our support for 
professional learning, and in our developing work across our schools and our learning networks. 

 

There are many reasons for working together in partnership, not least it can often be very 
enjoyable working across more than one school. It is becoming increasingly clear that we have 
tremendous expertise in the borough and that we should be proud of this and celebrate it. As we 
move towards the year end, we will be planning training opportunities for next year. Make the best 
possible use of the opportunities presented to you for CPD, and please contact us if there is more 
we can do to support professional learning in your school or across your community learning and 
achievement network.  

 

Regardless of your phase, you should be coming to the end of the exam season which seems to 
get longer and more compex each year.  Enjoy the last few weeks - they are never as relaxed as 
we hope they will be. This term has been very long;  thank you for your work throughout this period 
and I hope you have some time to enjoy the next month, particularly those of you who are seeing 
your class or tutor group move on. But they will be back. It might be 10 years but you will see them 
again and for many of us it is only then that we realise what a profound effect we can have on the 
lives of our young people. 

 
Regards 

 
Terry Parkin, deputy director children’s services, education  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



General information and news 

 

A new secondary school for Walworth 
 

The Southwark schools for the future (SSF) initiative is transforming education across Southwark. 
Primary schools, secondary schools and academies are being refurbished and rebuilt to provide 
our children and young people with learning environments that are fit for the 21st century.  

 

As part of SSF, we want to build a new school in Walworth and would like to hear your views on 
how it could work. This school would be an 11-16 school for 750 students with a sixth form for 150 
on the current Walworth lower site, once the new Walworth Academy building is complete and all 
their students move on to the upper site near Burgess Park. The existing lower school buildings will 
be replaced with modern secondary school facilities. Our aim is for this school to be an academy 
that is cosponsored by Southwark Council and local school St Saviour’s and St Olave’s has 
expressed interest in supporting it. The project should start in late 2009, with the new school 
opening in 2013. 

 

We will hold two information sessions about the new school on Monday July 14, 6pm to 8pm, at St 
Saviour’s and St Olave’s School, New Kent Road, SE1 4AN and Wednesday July 16, 6pm to 8pm, 
at Walworth Academy lower school site, Trafalgar Street, SE17 2TP. Please come along or fill in 
the questionnaire on the attached brochure  and send it to us by Thursday July 31. There will be 
more opportunities to comment as the project develops. 

 

If you have any other queries, please contact: 

Rachel Montgomery, SSF consultation and engagement manager   

Email:  ssf@southwark.gov.uk            Web: www.southwark.gov.uk/ssf  

Mail: Southwark schools for the future, third floor, Coburg House, 63-67 Newington Causeway, SE1 6BD 

 

British food fortnight  
 

Running from September 20  to October to October 5  and now in its seventh year, British food 
fortnight is an established date on the school calendar.   

Click here to find out what is British food fortnight and how to take part. 

For further information  

Contact clare.smith@southwark.govl.uk  PHSE and healthy schools advisor or Call: 020 7525 5274 or 07944 474 292 

Tejal Lovelock, PCT healthy schools improvement coordinator on 020 7525 0275 or 07876 588 816 

 

 



 

Shine week – a national celebration of talent in al l young people 
 

Shine invites all Southwark schools from June 30 to July 4 to place themselves in the national 
spotlight and showcase their talents to a high profile audience. Well known faces, including 
celebrities and top level government ministers, will be involved in a high profile media campaign to 
celebrate the best of talent in all young people.   
 

Click to view a sample letter to schools and letter to Romi Bowen. 

For further information and advice on how to take part  

Call: 020 8536 5558 

Email: londoneast@south@creative-partnerships.com 

Website:  www.shineweek.co.uk 

 

Windrush 60 th anniversary celebration event 
 

Date: June 28 2008 

Venue: Mint Street Park, Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 

Time:   12pm to 7pm 

 

Click for anniversary celebration advert   and poster 

For more information contact  

Dave Young on 07718 636 552 or Maxine Tapper on 07985 380 824 

 

Starting a PTA or HomeSchool  
 

Starting a parent teacher association (PTA) is a very good way to bring together parents, teachers 
and others to raise money and to support the school.  It provides an opportunity for everyone to 
work together towards a common goal and is open to all parents and teachers even if they only 
have a small amount of time available to get involved. 

 

Usually, a PTA is formed to fundraise for the benefit of the pupils at the school.  Another important 
role for a PTA is as a way for parents to become more involved with their children’s school.  
Working in partnership with the school, a PTA can help to develop strong links between home and 
school. 

 

The national confederation of parent teacher associations an independent charity, provides 
guidance and information and support on starting a PTA. 



For more on PTA fundraising visit www.ncpta.org.uk  or contact Yvonne Treves, regional adviser, NCPTA, on 01992 
444177 or yvonne.treves@ncpta.org.uk 

 

The SEAL Project 
 

The SEAL floor target project has had a successful pilot from January to July 2008, in Langbourne 
primary school. Children’s services (primary achievement division) now wishes to extend this 
model of intervention into several other schools. 

The project aims to improve the attainment of children who have the potential to reach floor target 
at the end of key stage 1 and 2, but who may not because of social and emotional factors. 

This post requires an ability to support and guide headteachers, class teachers and specialist 
support staff in their delivery of the project. The project’s key aim is to raise the percentage of 
children who achieve level 2 and level 4 in the 2009 teacher assessments and SATS 

To discuss post in more detail contact Helen Blackburn on 07949 188 774 

 

 

Young TimeBank teacher focus group recruitment 
 

Click for detailed information 

 
 
 



Courses, conferences and meetings 

 

Finding leaders for your school 
 

Date:  July 8 2008 

Venue: Hilton Docklands 

Time: 9.30am to 3.30pm 

 

Southwark leadership succession planning group are pleased to invite headteachers and 
governors to a follow-up to the successful January conference 

Click to read more about conference and booking. 

Email: norna.moses@southwark.gov.uk 

 

 

TES Education 2008 
 

Backed by the times educational supplement, TES education will be offering a continuing 
professional development programme targeting early years, primary and secondary educators. 

 

Venue:   Nationall Hall, Olympia, London 

Date:   October 10 to 11 2008 

Click here for ways to register and book seminar places. 

For further details  

Call: 020 3194 3402   Fax 020 3194 3405 

Email: frank.knight@tsleducation.com 

 



 

Eco schools 

Southwark schools environment celebration day 
 

The council’s sustainable team is organising an event to celebrate the environmental 
achievements of Southwark’s schools. 

 

This year’s free celebration will be held on Friday July 11 2008 in Southwark Park. 

 
The day will be packed with lots of interactive workshops; but contact us by June 27 to book a 
place.  

 

Southwark environmental education network meeting  
 

Date: Monday June 30 2008 

Venue: Joseph Lancaster primary 

Time: 2.30pm to 3.30pm and 4pm to 4.45pm 

 

To book activities/support sessions call 020 7525 2397 

Email sustainable.services@southwark.gov.uk  

 

 



Activities for pupils 

 

Out of school hours summer support programme 
 

Children's services is supporting a number of voluntary sector organisations to provide study 
support over the summer holidays to children and young people aged 8 to 16 years old across 
Southwark.  

 

This is a pilot project within the existing out of school hours study support (OSHSS) programme. 
The programme will be localised and tailored to meet the needs of learners. Activities include a 
dedicated science club for budding scientists, learning through story telling and folklore, study 
techniques and small group support in maths and English.  

For further information call: 020 7525 5194 

Email: hugh.stultz@southwark.gov.uk 



Letters and documents 
 
Letters and other documents for staff in education settings from the local authority are all available 
on the Southwark Council website. Please check the correspondence page regularly for new mail. 
We will send you a list of all new correspondence every Friday, either here within Learning Matters, 
or by email to school headteachers on the weeks when Learning Matters is not published. 



 

Next edition of Learning Matters 

 
Learning Matters is distributed fortnightly on a Friday.   

Please ensure copy is received by 5pm on the copy deadline date to ensure inclusion. 

 

Copy deadline Distribution 

July 15 2008 July 18 2008 

Summer break 

 

We would like to hear your news, information, good practice and achievements or any thoughts on 
this issue.  

 

Please let us know by emailing childrens.services@southwark.gov.uk  

 
 

 


